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INTRODUCTORY HEARTLAND GEOGRAPHY & DOCTRINE STUDIES 
 

 

Letter 7, Oliver Cowdry on North American Setting, by Jonathan Neville - Book 

Highlights 
 

 

Church scholars today reject what is taught in Letter 7 by Oliver Cowdery about the Book of Mormon Hill Cumorah in 

New York. Instead, they and there are 2 Cumorahs, and that the plates were magically brought to New York, as they claim 

the events surrounding that hill took place in Guatemala or something rather than New York and thereabouts as Joseph 

Smith and Oliver Cowdry said they did.  

If we reject Joseph & Oliver’s words on this, why accept them on other topics? People search the Internet, see the 

controversy, and are turned away from the church.  

 

In counting the death toll of the wars at Cumorah it's not as much because a lot of the toll he lists are people who died 

already in battles elsewhere. 

 

There are several statements by Joseph Oliver etc. about the Book of Mormon taking place in the heartland of America.  

Joseph and the Zions Camp traveled over the plains of the Nephites, it was about the Aborigines of this land, etc. 

 

Some people know so much that the Lord can't teach them. Our primary guide to where the Book of Mormon happened is 

where Joseph said it did!  

 

There is more knowledge about things than our records tell. 

 

Letter 7 was published many times and read commonly by church members. 

 

Joseph Smith is on record declaring New York to be the same Cumorah as the Book of Mormon Cumorah. Prophets after 

him have repeated this, yet todays scholars dismiss all this. 

 

It's logical that the place where Moroni would bury the record is the same place as their final battle. 

 

 
 

Moroni's America by Jonathan Neville – Book Highlights 
 

Here we will scratch the surface, refer to the book for a wealth of knowledge! 

 

Joseph Smith never once connected the Book of Mormon to Central America.  

 

Anonymous articles in the Times and Seasons said that Zerahemla was in Guatemala.  
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But Joseph Smith said the Hill Cumorah was in New York.  

The scholars chose to reject the New York Cumorah and accept the Guatemala Cumorah. Thus was born the 

dilemma to where scholars say there's two Hill Cumorah's.  

 

In some publications where theories were put forward about Book of Mormon in Central America, it was 

assumed that Joseph Smith edited those publications, but he did not. He didn't not have time for that even if he 

wanted to. He didn't release documents without his signature, and his signature isn't on it, so he didn't write it. 

He didn't have time to work at the Times and Seasons publication.  

It wasn't Taylor or Woodruff that edited it either, they were too sick to work when these were published.  

It was likely Benjamin Winchester and W.W. Phelps who published these things. 

A month before Joseph died he said that Winchester was rotten at heart and would drop the Church as much as 

he could. Later Winchester was excommunicated.  

 

The Book of Mormon territory is traveled in a matter of days, it is much too small to be all of North and South 

America. 

 

Letter Seven by Oliver Cowdrey was published repeatedly and approved by Joseph Smith. Letter Seven 

confirms that the Book of Mormon occurred in North America. Cowdery said it was a fact that the final battles 

of the Nephites took place by the New York Hill Cumorah. Joseph Smith had his scribes copy this letter into his 

journal as part of his life story. Joseph repeatedly approved of the reprinting of this letter. Letter Seven makes it 

very clear that both the Nephites and the Jaredites died in the New York Cumorah area. Those who choose to 

adopt the two Cumorah's theory must make the conscious decision to reject Letter Seven.  

 

The two Cumorah's theory is fulfillment of Joseph Smith's prophecy that Benjamin Winchester would injure the 

Church as much as he could.  

 

Both Joseph and Oliver promoted the Book of Mormon Hill Cumorah in New York. All we have promoting the 

Guatemala Cumorah is the anonymous article with apostate Benjamin Winchester behind it.  

 

Boxes of artifacts have been witnessed recovered from the New York Cumorah.  

 

A stone-lined room in the Hill Cumorah has been discovered that matches the description of Brigham Young, 

except it is empty of its artifacts.  

 

The latitude of Alabama and Florida is similar to the latitude of Jerusalem. When Lehi's family got to America 

they were able to successfully garden just like in Jerusalem. Nephi says he finds metal ores which are found in 

this area.  

 

It doesn't say that when they got there they encountered other indigenous people, or that they had to fight for 

land, or that they were able to just eat the wild food growing everywhere, as would be the case in Mesoamerica.  

 

Nephi says they landed in and traveled in the wilderness, this means an uninhabited uncultivated area. The book 

specifically says that the knowledge of this area was kept from other nations. It says nations, not people, so 

there weren't organizations there, but there could have been some people, and there are some archaeological 
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finds from before the Nephites that could have been from the Jaredites or other Adamic pre-flood people, or 

other migrants. 

 

Nephi likely escaped from his brethren in the Alabama Florida area on the Flint River, finally landing in 

Tennessee. It says they didn't pitch their tents for several days. This is because they would have been on the 

boat, and going on a river would make it so their brothers can't track where they went. It would give them time 

to escape rather than making a trail through dense vegetation.  

 

Mulekites went up the Mississippi river landing in Iowa, where historically the Des Moines rapids make it hard 

to go further.   

 

D&C 125:3 identifies Zerahemla as the land in Iowa near Nauvoo, " Let them build up a city unto my name 

upon the land opposite the city of Nauvoo, and let the name of Zarahemla be named upon it." 

 

Mosiah's river was the Tennessee river. They went downstream to the Ohio river, then downstream to the 

Mississippi (Sidon) river, which cuts through the land of Zerahemla, which is where he escapes to.  

 

Coriantumr left New York Cumorah traveling toward the New Jerusalem (Missouri) via the Ohio river. The 

people of Zerahemla naturally discovered him as he was on route going along the river they lived on. (Large 

Ohio temple mound discussed). 

 

Book of Mormon people had law of Moses, so would need required animals for it, those are found in North 

America (not in central America). 

 

Speaks of Mosiah’s people, and details of how the passages fit. Goes over Ammon’s travels geographically in 

North America. Much more in this book, and even more in the non-pocket full edition.  

 

These are people who didn't have much written records, just on metal plates. This is also unlike Mesoamerica.  

 , 

Identifies with various specific US river routes how the people would have gotten lost, as happens several 

times.  

 

The word "building" included actually referred to earthworks. 

 

Many sights in Alma, Helaman, and Mosiah were destroyed. It's not unprecedented for the Mississippi River to 

change course. Third Nephi says the entire face of the land was changed, yet they could still identify major 

features. Also, the compiler Mormon would not have visited every place he wrote about.  

 

Modern revelation tells us several major pins in the map, identifying the geographic locations of Cumorah, 

Zerahemla, Manti, and Adam-Ondi-Ahman. Knowing the geography makes it easier to understand the book.  

 

St. Louis was called Mound City because of all the mounds there.  

 

There are more mounds and so forth in America than are described in the Book of Mormon, which makes sense 
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because Mormon says he couldn't even tell one percent of the whole history.  

 

The wars are described as being in valleys, not mountainous areas. This matches how Joseph Smith called 

Indiana Ohio and Illinois The plains of the Nephites.  

 

There were once over a million mounds found in America though most have been destroyed. 

 

Eventually there are some references to mountains. What could that be referring to? Remember D&C 117:8 

refers to mountains in the area of Adam-Ondi-Ahman in Northern Missouri; these mountains are only around 

270 feet high. It is referring to the hills!  

The Mississippi and Ohio river valleys are where we would have had Gaddianton robbers attacking and then 

retreating back into the ‘mountains.’ In these areas there are sizable banks, which in modern times robbers have 

hid behind too! River pirates as late as 1830 have been known to hide behind them.  

 

Changing the face of the land isn't about massive tectonic movement, it's about surface features changing to 

reorient the land, and this very thing has happened due to earthquakes changing the course of the Mississippi 

River.  

 

Earthquakes are described in 3rd Nephi; people don't realize the largest quakes in the continental US have been 

along the Mississippi River in 1812 on the New Madrid fault. The historic 1812 quake resulted in such great 

darkness that people couldn't see by candlelight. 

 (Note- this both fits the record, and is something that may occur again as the Lord prepares the world for his 

Second Coming!) 

 

There are three possibilities for the narrow neck of land, all in the Great Lakes region. These lakes qualify as 

seas.  

 

There are three passages in the Book of Mormon about a narrow area, not just the narrow neck of land. Moroni 

separately helps to identify each area. They're each described differently for a reason.  

 

The Niagara peninsula is his top choice for the narrow neck of land. This Mohawk Indian name even means 

narrow.  

 

We can't use this single verse about the narrow neck of land as the whole hinge point of Book of Mormon 

geography. 

 

Many people ask where are the volcanoes in the eastern US? The answer is, where are the volcanoes in the 

Book of Mormon? (There are none!) 

 

Many people ask why the Book of Mormon doesn't mention snow. Actually Nephi does mention snow and uses 

it as an analogy, so his people must have been familiar with it or it wouldn't have been a good analogy.  

 

The Book of Mormon also refers to some seasons, this would not have meant only two seasons, so the book 
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would not have happened in a place where there's only a rainy and a dry season (as in Mesoamerica). 

 

Zions camp retraced the route of many Nephite warriors. 

 

The Kirtland Temple is likely built in the same location as an ancient Nephite Temple.  

 

Joseph and Hyrum are buried in a Hopewell Nephite cemetery in Nauvoo.  

 

D&C 128:20 when Joseph Smith said glad tidings from Cumorah, he is referring to the Book of Mormon from 

New York. 

 

In New York, David Whitmer and Joseph Smith were riding along. They met an old man who said he was going 

to Cumorah. David turned to ask Joseph about it and when he turned back the man had disappeared. Joseph 

explained he was a divine messenger who was carrying the plates. When this occurred Joseph had already 

finished the translation from the stone box in Hill Cumorah New York. Before he left Harmony, Joseph was 

commanded to give the plates to a divine messenger. This messenger was bringing the plates back to Cumorah! 

 

(Note- Angels can take the form of their glorified body or their mortal body to fit in, this is why he could appear 

as an old man on this occasion.) 

 

When asked if the plates were still in New York, David said yes, and clarified not in Cumorah but not far from 

that place. (This shows he understood Cumorah to be in New York.) Likely Joseph and others worked together 

to move the plates and other sacred relics all to the hill Shem to protect them from treasure seekers.   

 

The people of Latin America who have legends of being taught by the white God, this could be referring to 

them being some of the other sheep that Jesus visited. They don't necessarily have to be the people of the Book 

of Mormon record.  

 

One possibility is the hinterland theory, that the descendants of the Lamanites migrated southward into Central 

America. Or that some of the Central Americans came up to North America and intermingled with the 

Lamanites, then went back down to Central America (bringing Lamanite culture down south). Most of those in 

Central America have Asian ancestry and perhaps the predominantly Asian Jaredites may have influenced that. 

(There are a few books out there showing the many parallels between the Hindus and the Mesoamerican tribes.) 

 

Ether had over 30 generations of people who lived in the Americas. Moroni specifically says he's only writing 

about the portion of Jaredites which were destroyed in the North country. The Book of Ether is about a 

particular family line. He could have had cousins throughout the hemisphere.  

 

For the first 100 years of church history, Cumorah was in New York, and Letter VII (which confirms the New 

York Cumorah) was widely published. 

 

The Book of Mormon used to be published with footnotes that declared without question that the Hill Cumorah 

is in New York. These footnotes by Orson Pratt were removed in 1920.  
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It was originally the RLDS church that proposed Book of Mormon events happening in Mesoamerica. Later in 

the 1920s various LDS Church members began promoting it too. Then leaders in the LDS church responded 

that Mesoamerica is not the correct location of the book’s events!  

 

In the 1928 General Conference President Anthony W Ivan reaffirmed that all of the sacred Nephite were kept 

in the New York Hill Cumorah, which the Church had acquired.  

 

In 1938 Joseph Fielding Smith (Church Historian and Apostle), said that some had begun saying that the Book 

of Mormon happened in Central America, notwithstanding teachings of the Church to the contrary for the past 

100 years. He affirmed that Book of Mormon locations can be known just as the Church had been saying. He 

published this in Doctrines of Salvation. But people ignore it and continue teaching 2 Cumorah theory and 

Central America theory. 

 

In 1954 LDS member M Wells Jakeman promoted Central America Theory.  

 

In 1960 Sidney B Sperry at BYU was passing out handouts on the Book of Mormon being in Central America.  

 

In 1981 David A Palmer promoted Central America theory.  

 

In 1984-5 John Sorensen made Central America theory mainstream in the Church.  

In 2014 John Sorenson in his book Mormon’s Codex ridiculed the idea that the Hill Cumorah was in New York. 

He was a major proponent of Central America. He called the New York Cumorah and events surrounding it 

"absurd" and "sci-fi." 

 

In 2015 Brant Gardner said, "the New York Hill cannot be the Cumorah described in the text." 

 

In 2017 historical and archaeological research affirmed the claims of Letter VII and The New York Cumorah. 

This harmonizes and confirms what every modern prophet and apostle has taught about Cumorah.  

 

Mesoamerica Theory doesn't align with archeology and it doesn't align what the prophets have said about Book 

of Mormon geography.  

 

Advocates of Mesoamerica theory relied on correspondences between Mayan and Nephite cultures, but the 

similarities they point out are similar in most human cultures.  

 

The author of this book, Jonathan Neville, was taught Mesoamerica theory at BYU and religion institute classes 

etc.; he went to see the sites of Mesoamerica, he read the claims of F.A.R.M.s and the Maxwell Institute etc. on 

the topic, and he knew that they do not match the Book of Mormon or the teachings of the prophets.  

 

The anonymous articles that some claim were by Joseph Smith which claim Mesoamerica for the Book of 

Mormon were in fact not written by Joseph Smith. This is the subject of many of Neville's books including The 

Lost City of Zarahemla, Brought to the Light, and the Editors Joseph William and Don Carlos Smith.  

Neville also published a book called Letter VII: Oliver Cowdry’s Message to the World about the Hill Cumorah 

and Moroni's America.  
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Book of Mormon in Bookstore as Non-Fiction, Political, & Self-Help - Meme by 

Mormonr.org 

 

 

Don’t Wait for Historians & Archeologists to Discover Book of Mormon 

Geography – Meme from Mormonr.org 
(I don’t know MormonR’s position on where the geography is, I know I disagree with them on a few things, but 

the meme is good) 
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“They Never Said the New York Hill Was Cumorah” – Oh Yes They Did! D&C 

128:20  
 

“And again, what do we hear? Glad tidings from Cumorah! Moroni, an angel from heaven, declaring the fulfilment of the 

prophets—the book to be revealed. A voice of the Lord in the wilderness of Fayette, Seneca county, declaring the three 

witnesses to bear record of the book!” 

 

Book of Mormon Heartland Geography 
 

 

The main reason I subscribe to the heartland geography for Book of Mormon events is the prophetic promises 

within the book itself and the many statements of Joseph Smith on this being the place.  

 

Repeatedly the book identifies North America, the country that would be there, as the promised land and nation, 

the most prosperous land, and the same land in which the events of the book occurred. The reason the USA is so 

prosperous is because it is the promised land.  

 

It is where Adam and early prophets lived until the flood of Noah, which relocated the house of faith to the east. 

Then the Book of Mormon peoples came to this promised land as a choice blessing. All those who come to this 

land come here by the hand of the Lord.  

 

Missouri is the location of Adam-Ondi-Ahman, and will be where the New Jerusalem is built.  

 

Joseph Smith, who saw the Nephites in vision, identified the USA as the place of Book of Mormon events.  
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Eliza R. Snow spoke of Nephite temples once existing throughout Utah (“A Journeying Song for the Camp of 

Israel”, Eliza R Snow An Immortal (SLC: Nicholas G. Morgan, Sr., Foundation, 1957), 267) 

 

On the Zion’s Camp march, Joseph Smith said they were wandering through the plains of the Nephites, and 

even found a Lamanite skeleton there, whose name and life information came to Joseph by revelation, that he 

was Zelph, a warrior. Other information we have on this also.  

 

 

Why Not Mesoamerica? 
 

I do not subscribe to the Mesoamerica theory of Book of Mormon geography as purported by John Lund, John 

Sorenson, & many at the BYU. Just because cultures climates etc. in one area show some amount of correlating 

evidence with the Book of Mormon doesn’t mean similar things couldn’t have been going on in the other area.  

 

I’ve taken classes from those who teach the meso-America model, and find their evidences to be wholly lacking 

when compared with those of the heartland theory.  

 

The Hill Cumorah was in New York, and those who try to place the book’s events in central or southern Utah 

must deal with that fact by saying there were two Hill Cumorah’s. 

 

The primary evidence for the heartland model is the words of the book of Mormon, indicating that their land 

was to be the great promised land. The USA is the obvious fit.  

 

 

FAQ: Size of Heartland too Big? Travel Time?  
 

They could travel by river quickly. 

The area is agreed upon by Mesoamerica and US heartland advocates.  

The area is not the WHOLE of north America, but particularly an area in the mid-east. 

There’s only 1 Hill Cumorah!  

 

FAQ: The Narrow Neck of Land (Ether 10:20) Near Buffalo, NY 
 

The land between north and south America divides water from water, but the Book of Mormon title is about dividing land 

from land.  

There’s only 1 narrow neck of land, & it’s spoken of in Ether 10:20. 

It doesn’t say “the land divides the sea”. Instead it says, 
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“And they built a great city by the narrow neck of land, by the place where the sea divides the land.” 

It’s in the northeast near Buffalo NY.  

This is the only narrow neck of land.  

 

There is also a passage in Alma 63:5 on a narrow neck:  

“And it came to pass that Hagoth, he being an exceedingly curious man, therefore he went forth and built him an 

exceedingly large ship, on the borders of the land Bountiful, by the land Desolation, and launched it forth into the west 

sea, by the narrow neck which led into the land northward.” 

This is above Ohio between the Grand Kankaee Marsh and the Black Swamp. 

 

There is also Alma 22:32 on a small neck of land:  

“And now, it was only the distance of a day and a half’s journey for a Nephite, on the line Bountiful and the land 

Desolation, from the east to the west sea; and thus the land of Nephi and the land of Zarahemla were nearly surrounded by 

water, there being a small neck of land between the land northward and the land southward.” 

This is also in NY.  

 

For more detailed analysis & maps see The ONLY Narrow Neck of Land | Book of Mormon Evidence  

 

 

On Jonathan Neville: Message & Resources 
 

Mobom.org is Jonathan Neville website Museum of Book of Mormon. 

Also "interpreter peer review" where he debunks The Interpreter journal.  

Has stuff like the gospel topics essays but which actually quotes scripture and puts prophetic teachings above 

opinions of scholars. 

Also his site LetterVII.com, know what Joseph Smith said about Cumorah.  

 

John Welch leaves out narrative of church history about the plates being at Cumorah on his book that 

supposedly has all the sources about the subject as they want the idea of central America not north America.  

 

Mormon scholars taught a certain view al their careers and are willing to quickly say the prophets are just 

wrong.  

 

FARMS and Book of Mormon Central and Mormons Codex have all belittled the prophets and correlate to 

significant decreased growth of the church. FARMS and their mesoamerica geography theory go directly 

https://bookofmormonevidence.org/the-only-narrow-neck-of-land/
http://mobom.org/
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against the prophets testimonies.  

The keystone of the book of Mormon is the hill Cumorah in New York!  

If Cumorah wasn't in NY, it doesn't matter where it was, as it means the prophets were wrong.  

Note: If you have a problem with something, you say there are 2 of those things with the same name. This is a 

band aid, and leads to other problems down the line!  

 

The rational thing to do with church history first hand accounts is to believe them, the scholars make many 

irrational interpretations to fit their theories. 

 

 

Rod Meldrum Book of Mormon Geography showing centrality of Missouri, Enoch 

& Adam, etc 
 

From a BookofMormonEvidence.org newsletter  

In short, I came to understand that America is WHERE and that this is HOW the "tens of thousands of 

Ephraim and the thousands of Manasseh are now pushing the people together to the ends of the earth" 

in the Last Days, just as Moses prophesied in Deuteronomy 33: 13-17.  In addition to being 1) Joseph's 

promised land, 2) the land choice above all other lands, 3) the land where remnants of Ephraim and Manasseh 

would dwell, and 4) the location of the New Jerusalem, just look at what else we know about Missouri through 

modern-day prophets!  It is 5) "the center of the land", 6) the Garden of Eden, 7) the place where Adam 

dwelt, 8) the place where Enoch lived and to which his city will return, 9) the location of Adam-ondi-Ahman, 

and 10) one of only TWO designated promised lands on this earth which He gave to, and personally prepared 

for, His chosen House of Israel:  The OLD JERUSALEM in the Holy Land and this very sacred land of the 

NEW JERUSALEM in America.  Christ will Return to the earth!  And when He does, He will Rule and Reign 

from Jerusalem and the New Jerusalem.  Clearly, Missouri---and America---have been chosen of the Lord! 

For the Lord to send Lehi and his family to any other land on the face of the earth for their promised land 

makes reason stare!  Of their promised land, Lehi said in 2 Nephi 1: 5 and 6, "...we have obtained a land of 

promise, a land which is choice above all other lands; a land which the Lord God hath covenanted with me 

should be a land for the inheritance of my seed.  Yea, the Lord hath covenanted this land unto me, and to my 

children forever..."  Together, the prophet Ether and the prophet Joseph Smith have identified Lehi's 

covenanted promised land for us today!  It is none other than the New Jerusalem in America's Heartland.  The 

New Jerusalem was prepared by the Lord as the place where Manasseh and Ephraim would dwell and where 

they would become Joseph's "horns", with which he would push the people together to the ends of the 

earth!  In other words and at the risk of becoming overly redundant, why would the Lord have Ether 

prophesy that the New Jerusalem in the land choice above all other lands was prepared for Manasseh 

and Ephraim, tell Joseph Smith the New Jerusalem is in Missouri, but send Manasseh to Mesoamerica 

to write the Book of Mormon?  That is completely and totally illogical! 

If all of this is as intriguing, enthralling, exhilarating, and humbling to you as it is to me, you will not want to miss 

having THE most beautiful Book of Mormon of all times---the Annotated Edition--- in your home.  You can find 

all of this information expounded upon and much, much more explained by ancient and modern-day prophets 

in this red-letter edition of the Book of Mormon.  The colored text and the easy-to-read narrative combine 
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together to make the Book of Mormon more understandable and comprehensible than ever before.  In addition, 

there are hundreds of inserts which magically place the Hill Cumorah in New York (as ALL the modern-day 

prophets have stated) and the Book of Mormon geography in Joseph's promised land---the New 

Jerusalem.  Joseph Smith stated over and over that, "...The remnant (the Lamanites) are the Indians which 

now inhabit this country (America)."  The scholars who have been the keepers and interpreters of our 

Church History for many decades claim it was merely Joseph's opinion.  Consequently, and most unfortunately 

for us, they feel completely justified in censoring, repudiating, and hiding Joseph's words from our view so that 

Joseph's words will then fit their interpretation instead of making certain their interpretation fits Joseph's 

words.  Shame on them!  Please thank the Lord often in your prayers for the publication of the Joseph Smith 

Papers in 2001 and for our Heartland friends who pour through them to find what Joseph actually said!  As one 

such friend, Jonathan "Martin Luther" Neville, recently stated, "Make certain you are following the words of 

prophets and not the words of scholars!" 

 

Scores and scores of my favorite inserts include the phenomenal number of ways the Annotated Edition prove 

Joseph correct---the Native American Indians in America today are indeed the descendants of the 

Lamanites!   How profound is that?  We have an actual, real, and authentic link to Book of Mormon peoples 

living in the world today!  But not just anywhere in the world!  They are living in America!  How significant and 

breath-taking it is to me that the Lord allowed this phenomenon as part of the proof that the Book of Mormon is 

true!  The Book of Mormon is about real members of the House of Israel who came to a real promised land 

called the New Jerusalem located in America the Beautiful.  They were real descendants of Manasseh 

because Lehi was from Manasseh!  Manasseh came to Joseph's promised land to write the "stick of Joseph" 

which would be in the hands of Ephraim, to be joined with the "stick of Judah", and then to be one in the hand--

-just as the Book of Mormon and Bible are literally one in our hand today.   The Book of Mormon is now known 

to be an authentic, sophisticated Hebrew document, complete with the Hebrew Chiasmus and the Hebrew 

Midrash, and which also contains the essential Hebrew Old Testament "second witness" which completes the 

proof for of the divinity and authenticity of Jesus the Christ as the Only Begotten of the Father, the Holy 

Messiah, and Savior of the world!  The Heartland of America is a real-world location for Book of Mormon 

geography which makes perfect sense, which has abundant proof which has come out of the earth in this 

country, and to which the Spirit abundantly testifies is true!  This Annotated Edition of the Book of Mormon will 

delight, inspire, and prove, without question, that Joseph was the prophet of the Restoration whom the Lord 

chose above all others and that America has been, and will always be, the land which the Lord chose above all 

others to accomplish the majority of His grand and glorious Purposes through and for all of His Children!  Once 

you have read the Annotated Edition of the Book of Mormon, like Lehi of old, you will desire that your loved 

ones should partake of it! 
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Stoddards: Book of Mormon as parallel timeline to modern history of God’s people 

(From “Divinely Sanctioned Governments”) 

 

 

 

1 prophets persecuted: akin to the reformation 

2 Lehites to America: akin to Gentiles to America 

3 Mosiah’s law is akin to the US Constitution of the US. 

4 They found the Jaredite record, which is akin to Joseph Smith finding the Nephite record. 

5 Then Alma restoring the church is a parallel on a Book of Mormon timeline to Joseph Smith restoring the church. 

6 Abinadi’s martyrdom is akin to Joseph Smith’s martyrdom 

7 Anti-Christ’s deceive Nephites: akin to Anti-Christ deceive Saints 

8 Missionaries to the Lamanites and Nephites: akin to missionaries to the world 

9 Wicked leaders conspire: akin to communism and socialism 

10 Title of Liberty: akin to Constitution 

11 Astonishing church growth: akin to worldwide church growth 

12 Nephites degenerate: akin to moderns reject founding moorings 

13 Lamanite religious freedom: akin to walls come down 

14 Combinations infiltrate Nephites: akin to complicity in America 

15 signs warn Nephites: akin to signs warn moderns 

16 more wicked destroyed: akin to earth cleansed 

17 Christ visits Nephites: akin to Second Coming 

18 period of peace: akin to the Millennium 

19 Nephites openly rebel: akin to Satan loosed after the Millennium 

20 Mormon leads final battle: akin to Michael leads final battle 

 

 

 

Resources on Book of Mormon culture / geography studies 
 

WorksOfJoseph.com  

Rod Meldrum BookofMormonEvidence.com. His Annotated Book of Mormon is a printing of the Book of 

Mormon with evidences of the heartland model throughout the text, and is a tremendous resource. 

John Neville  

Willard Bean  

Hugh Nibley – Hebrew, Arabic, Egyptology insights 
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Stephen Ricks – Hebrew & Arabic insights 

 

Stoddard’s at the JosephSmithFoundation.org   

 

Brian Nettles, Reformed Egyptian in the Americas (I’ve not yet reviewed Nettles’ work, but include a mention 

of it here for further research) 

Video of Quotes on WHERE The Book of Mormon Happened, https://youtu.be/TO-qDQlcJpg  

Brian Nettles, Reformed Egyptian in the Americas 

 

 

 

 
  

https://youtu.be/TO-qDQlcJpg
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SELECTIONS FROM DAVID HOCKING’S ANNOTATED BOOK OF 

MORMON ON AMERICAN HEARTLAND GEOGRAPHY, ETC. 

 

 

Nate Richardson and David Hocking at the Sept. 2021 Book of Mormon Evidence Conference 

Hocking’s Annotated Book of Mormon: Introduction  
Book of Mormon Origins, Heartland of North America Geography, Land of Promise, Artifacts 

The following pictures of the text are shared here with permission of the author David Hocking. These images 

are not to be used for profit. Please visit www.beaconlightbooks.com for more information. These are a small 

sampling of the wonderful pictures charts analysis and text you’ll find in his books.  

The Annotated Book of Mormon is Hocking’s foremost masterpiece. It highlights the heartland North America 

geography of the historical record called the Book of Mormon.  He also has published annotated volumes of 

other scriptures. 
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Hocking: Seed of My Brethren Smitten: Native Americans 
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Hocking: New Nation ON the Land of Promise 
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Hocking: US is the Promise Land: Perry & The Text 
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Hocking: Phoenicia Wood Ship Expedition 2009, 600BC Tech Replicating Lehi’s 

Voyage Route, Timing, Etc. 
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Hocking: Plates of Ore, Hopewell Artifacts 
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Hocking: Joseph of Egypt Foretells Lineage of Joseph Smith: A Patriarchal 

Blessing of Joseph, etc. 
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Hocking: Joining The 2 Sticks: Contract & Perfect Match 
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Hocking: Tennessee Mines have the Ores Spoken Of 
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Hocking: Sealed Book, Anton, Resemblance of Mi’kmak Hieroglyphs  
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Hocking: Zenos Olive Tree Allegory: Symbols & Visits Identified 
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Hocking: Hebraic Chaistic Book of Mosiah 
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Hocking: American Indians with Israelite Tallis 
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Hocking: Book of Mormon Parallels 
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Hocking: Hopewell Ohio Mounds, “Cloth of Every Kind” 
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Hocking: Missouri Long Sword & Other Weapon Artifacts  
Note: These long metal swords are NOT found in ancient Mesoamerica, which disqualifies it as the Book of 

Mormon geographical location.  
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Hocking: Mark of Red Forehead: American Indians 
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Hocking: Freedom vs. Liberty 
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Hocking: Ammonihah Desolation: Joseph Smith Identifies 
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Hocking: American Bison: Beasts of Alma & Ether 

  



40 

 

Hocking: Joseph & Emma Witness: Book of Mormon History. No Manuscripts, 

Just Metallic Plates 
(Note: The statement of Joseph not being able to dictate a coherent sentence however is questionable, Joseph 

was actually quite smart from his youth and spent years studying the bible.)  
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Hocking: Plan of Salvation in Newark Earthworks 
 

 



42 

 

Hocking: Iroquois Bury Weapons, “Bury the Hatchet” 
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Hocking: Sioux Costly Apparel 
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Hocking: Zion’s Camp & Plains of the Nephites: Artifacts, Zelph Mound 
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Hocking: Hebraic Chiasm of Alma 36 
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Hocking: Illinois Arm-Shields  
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Hocking: Map of the Zoramite War 
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Hocking: Moroni & George Washington: Titles of Liberty 
Compare with Alma 46:13 “in memory of our God, our religion, and freedom and our peace, our wives and our 

children.” 

 



49 

 

Hocking: Moroni’s Defense: Great Circle Mound, Ohio 
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Hocking: Military Forts of Hopewell in Ohio 

 



51 

 

Hocking: Naked, Except Skin about Loins 
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Hocking: Timbers about the Cities: Fort Ancient, Ohio 
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Hocking: Hanukkaiah Mound Earthworks Ohio: City of Lehi 
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Hocking: Book of Mormon Record Keeper Chart (James Fulmer) 
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Hocking: Where Moronihah Defeats Coriantumr  
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Hocking: Timber Buildings of Nephites at Ohio 
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Hocking: Whirlwind Shafts: Common in Central US NOT Mesoamerica 
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Hocking: Seed of Zedekiah are With Us   
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Hocking: Penn Describes American Indian Body & Language as Hebrew-Like 
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Hocking: Lincoln, Civil War, & Book of Mormon (Timothy Ballard) 
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Hocking: Costly Apparel: Iroquois & Hebrew Cloth Similarities 
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Hocking: Nephite Gathering Place: Angel Mounds, Indiana 
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Hocking: The Great Hopewell Road 
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Hocking: Tornado Map Matches Heartland, NOT Mesoamerica 
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Hocking: The 1812 New Madrid Earthquake Parallels 3 Nephi Destructions 
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Hocking: Evidence of New Madrid Quake in 300AD (+/-200 Years) & Mapping 

Far Reaching Impact  
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Hocking: Nephite Cities BURNED (Were Made of Wood)  
[Note: Much of Mesoamerican construction is of stone, NOT wood, disqualifying them as the Book of Mormon 

people.]  
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Hocking: Sacred Places in the US Land of Promise 
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Hocking: Record of “Aborigines of America” 
See also the prior page for many Hopewell artifacts 
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Hocking: Nephite Northward Retreat 
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Hocking: Location of Hill Cumorah 
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Hocking: J. Fielding Smith Identifies NY Cumorah as the Historical Site of the End 

Battles 
(Note: The Mesoamerica activists have to come up with there being two Hill Cumorah’s for their theory to 

work!) (Note: Perhaps this will also be the site of some of the future apocalyptic end battles.) 
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Hocking: Joseph Smith Identifies American Indian Remnants as Lamanites 
Brigham Young cited below as well. 
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Hocking: Miamisburg Ohio Mound of the Adena (Jaredites) 
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Hocking: The Jaredite Nation 
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Hocking: Indiana Giant Jaredite Skeleton, Copper Armor 
Note: Elsewhere we have an account of Joseph Smith being shown a graveyard of giant skeletons in the region, 

he identified them as Jaredite, and told the man who owned the land to cover them and leave them to rest.  
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Hocking: 20 Pound Ax from Seneca Nation, etc. 
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Hocking: Marion G Romney Verifies US is the Land of the Book of Mormon 
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Hocking: Men & Elephants in America: Artifacts etc. 
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Hocking: Wisconsin Museum Mining Artifacts 
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Hocking: Adam’s Cainan (Missouri/New Jerusalem) & Abraham’s Canaan 

(Palestine/Old Jerusalem): Scriptural Proofs 
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Hocking: Church Periodical Identifies North America as Book of Mormon Land 
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Hocking: Highlighting Ether “New Jerusalem upon THIS land.” & D&C “Borders 

of the Lamanites” & Missouri as New Jerusalem 
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Hocking: N Eldon Tanner: US as Most Choice & of Biblical Prophecy 
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Hocking: Two Lands of Promise in Pangea 
[Note: It is possible, and perhaps taught by Joseph Smith, that the Garden of Eden was in fact in Palestine as 

indicated by the rivers etc., and that the “Garden of God” was in Missouri, where Adam was sired by God, and 

to which he returned after leaving his home which was “eastward in Eden”.  More analysis of that elsewhere.] 
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Hocking: 36 Book of Mormon Prophecies & Promises about the Land, the 

Remnant, & the Gentiles 
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Hocking: Map of Moroni’s America, & Cumorah as a Key Pin (Jonathan Neville) 
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Hocking: Zion Camp March Identifying Key Book of Mormon Sites 
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Hocking: Book of Mormon Parallel Chart (Joseph Smith Foundation) 
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Hocking: Hopewell Mound Builders 400BC-500AD 
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Hocking: 50 Correlations of Hopewell & Book of Mormon 
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Hocking: Mesoamerican “Snake People” come north & Enslave Lamanites, 

Intermarry, & Cause Mayan Structures to be Built ~800AD 

 

 



97 
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Hocking: Native American Words Parallel Hebrew 
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Hocking: Joseph Smith Preaching to Lamanite Western Tribes, “America is a 

Promised Land unto Them” 
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Hocking: Key Heartland Geography Prophecy Documents: Zelph Account Journals, 

Letter VII, Letter to Emma, Revelation, Epistle 
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Hocking: American Indian DNA Studies: Middle East & Great Lakes Regions: 

Maps & Articles 
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Hocking: Possible Book of Mormon DNA Markers 
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Hocking: Large Advanced Hidden Cities of Ancient North America (Roger 

Kennedy) 
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Hocking: Witnesses Describe the Metal Book of Mormon Plates 
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Is the Book of Mormon 

Historically True? 
Yes! Just as archeology has proven many points of the Bible, so it is now 

for the Book of Mormon.  

While there remains some controversy on the subject, everyone agrees that 

there are now many evidences of people’s in history who had traditions, 

names, tools, and many other things similar to what is described in the 

Book of Mormon. 

In this book we will explore my favorite hypothesis for Book of Mormon 

geography in the heartland of America. Could the Adena have been the 

Jaredites, and the Hopewell the Nephites?  

This book includes many pictures and accounts demonstrating the 

plausibility of this claim with samples from the work of David Hocking, 

Jonathan Neville, and others.  

The most important evidence to me is that many prophets including 

Joseph Smith, Oliver Cowdry, Brigham Young, and others from more 

recent times have taught that America is the promised land of the Book of 

Mormon, that the Hill Cumorah is in New York, and have even identified 

several Book of Mormon cities in North American locations.  

Help unlock your understanding of this sacred record as you explore 

geography in the heartland! 


