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PART 1: INTRODUCTORY HEARTLAND GEOGRAPHY & DOCTRINE 

STUDIES 
 

 



 

 

 

Book of Mormon Heartland Geography 

 

 

The main reason I subscribe to the heartland geography for Book of Mormon events is 

the prophetic promises within the book itself and the many statements of Joseph Smith on 

this being the place.  

 

Repeatedly the book identifies North America, the country that would be there, as the 

promised land and nation, the most prosperous land, and the same land in which the 

events of the book occurred. The reason the USA is so prosperous is because it is the 

promised land.  

It is where Adam and early prophets lived until the flood of Noah, which 

relocated the house of faith to the east. Then the Book of Mormon peoples came to this 

promised land as a choice blessing. All those who come to this land come here by the 

hand of the Lord.  

Missouri is the location of Adam-Ondi-Ahman, and will be where the New 

Jerusalem is built.  

Joseph Smith, who saw the Nephites in vision, identified the USA as the place of 

Book of Mormon events.  

Eliza R. Snow spoke of Nephite temples once existing throughout Utah (“A 

Journeying Song for the Camp of Israel”, Eliza R Snow An Immortal (SLC: Nicholas G. 

Morgan, Sr., Foundation, 1957), 267) 

On the Zion’s Camp march, Joseph Smith said they were wandering through the 

plains of the Nephites, and even found a Lamanite skeleton there, whose name and life 

information came to Joseph by revelation, that he was Zelph, a warrior. Other 

information we have on this also.  

 

Why Not Mesoamerica? 
 

I do not subscribe to the meso America theory of Book of Mormon geography as 

proported by John Lund, John Sorenson, & many at the BYU. Just because cultures 

climates etc. in one area show some amount of correlating evidence with the Book of 

Mormon doesn’t mean similar things couldn’t have been going on in the other area.  

I’ve taken classes from those who teach the meso-America model, and find their 

evidences to be wholly lacking when compared with those of the heartland theory.  

The Hill Cumorah was in New York, and those who try to place the book’s events 

in central or southern Utah must deal with that fact by saying there were two Hill 

Cumorah’s. 



The primary evidence for the heartland model is the words of the book of 

Mormon, indicating that their land was to be the great promised land. The USA is the 

obvious fit.  

 

 

FAQ: Size of Heartland too Big? Travel Time?  
 

They could travel by river quickly. 

The area is agreed upon by by meso and heartland advocates.  

The area is not the WHOLE of north America, but particularly an area in the mid-east. 

There’s only 1 Hill Cumorah!  

 

FAQ: The Narrow Neck of Land (Ether 10:20) Near Buffalo, NY 
 

The land between north and south America divides water from water, but the Book of Mormon title is 

about dividing land from land.  

There’s only 1 narrow neck of land, & it’s spoken of in Ether 10:20. 

It doesn’t say “the land divides the sea”. Instead it says, 

“And they built a great city by the narrow neck of land, by the place where the sea divides the land.” 

It’s in the northeast near Buffalo NY.  

This is the only narrow neck of land.  

 

There is also a passage in Alma 63:5 on a narrow neck:  

“And it came to pass that Hagoth, he being an exceedingly curious man, therefore he went forth and built 

him an exceedingly large ship, on the borders of the land Bountiful, by the land Desolation, and launched it 

forth into the west sea, by the narrow neck which led into the land northward.” 

This is above Ohio between the Grand Kankaee Marsh and the Black Swamp. 

 

There is also Alma 22:32 on a small neck of land:  

“And now, it was only the distance of a day and a half’s journey for a Nephite, on the line Bountiful and 

the land Desolation, from the east to the west sea; and thus the land of Nephi and the land of Zarahemla 

were nearly surrounded by water, there being a small neck of land between the land northward and the land 

southward.” 

This is also in NY.  

 



For more detailed analysis & maps see The ONLY Narrow Neck of Land | Book of Mormon Evidence  

 

On Jonathan Neville: Message & Resources 

 

Mobom.org is Jonathan Neville website Museum of Book of Mormon. 

Also "interpreter peer review" where he debunks The Interpreter journal.  

Has stuff like the gospel topics essays but which actually quotes scripture.  

Also his site LetterVII.com, know what Joseph Smith said about Cumorah.  

 

John Welch leaves out narrative of church history about the plates being at Cumorah on 

his book that supposedly has all the sources about the subject as they want the idea of 

central America not north America.  

 

See video by Mormon book reviews on heartlanders etc. 

 

Mormon scholars taught a certain view al their careers and are willing to quickly say the 

prophets are just wrong.  

 

FARMS and Book of Mormon Central and Mormons Codex have all belittled the 

prophets and correlate to significant decreased growth of the church. FARMS and their 

mesoamerica geography theory go directly against the prophets testimonies.  

The keystone of the book of Mormon is the hill Cumorah in New York!  

If Cumorah wasn't in NY, it doesn't matter where it was, as it means the prophets were 

wrong.  

Note: If you have a problem with something, you say there are 2 of those things with the 

same name. This is a band aid, and leads to other problems down the line!  

 

The rational thing to do with church history first hand accounts is to believe them, the 

scholars make many irrational interpretations to fit their theories. 

 

 
Rod Meldrum Book of Mormon Geography showing centrality of Missouri, Enoch & Adam, etc 

 

From a BookofMormonEvidence.org newsletter  

https://bookofmormonevidence.org/the-only-narrow-neck-of-land/
http://mobom.org/


In short, I came to understand that America is WHERE and that this is HOW the "tens of 

thousands of Ephraim and the thousands of Manasseh are now pushing the people 

together to the ends of the earth" in the Last Days, just as Moses prophesied in Deuteronomy 

33: 13-17.  In addition to being 1) Joseph's promised land, 2) the land choice above all other 

lands, 3) the land where remnants of Ephraim and Manasseh would dwell, and 4) the location of 

the New Jerusalem, just look at what else we know about Missouri through modern-day 

prophets!  It is 5) "the center of the land", 6) the Garden of Eden, 7) the place where Adam 

dwelt, 8) the place where Enoch lived and to which his city will return, 9) the location of Adam-

ondi-Ahman, and 10) one of only TWO designated promised lands on this earth which He gave 

to, and personally prepared for, His chosen House of Israel:  The OLD JERUSALEM in the Holy 

Land and this very sacred land of the NEW JERUSALEM in America.  Christ will Return to the 

earth!  And when He does, He will Rule and Reign from Jerusalem and the New 

Jerusalem.  Clearly, Missouri---and America---have been chosen of the Lord! 

 

Annotated Edition or the Book of Mormon by David Hocking and Rod Meldrum pages 506-507 

 

For the Lord to send Lehi and his family to any other land on the face of the earth for their 

promised land makes reason stare!  Of their promised land, Lehi said in 2 Nephi 1: 5 and 6, "...we 

have obtained a land of promise, a land which is choice above all other lands; a land which the 

Lord God hath covenanted with me should be a land for the inheritance of my seed.  Yea, the 

Lord hath covenanted this land unto me, and to my children forever..."  Together, the prophet 

Ether and the prophet Joseph Smith have identified Lehi's covenanted promised land for us 

today!  It is none other than the New Jerusalem in America's Heartland.  The New Jerusalem was 

prepared by the Lord as the place where Manasseh and Ephraim would dwell and where they 

would become Joseph's "horns", with which he would push the people together to the ends of the 

earth!  In other words and at the risk of becoming overly redundant, why would the Lord have 

Ether prophesy that the New Jerusalem in the land choice above all other lands was 

prepared for Manasseh and Ephraim, tell Joseph Smith the New Jerusalem is in Missouri, 

but send Manasseh to Mesoamerica to write the Book of Mormon?  That is completely and 

totally illogical! 

If all of this is as intriguing, enthralling, exhilarating, and humbling to you as it is to me, you will 

not want to miss having THE most beautiful Book of Mormon of all times---the Annotated Edition--

- in your home.  You can find all of this information expounded upon and much, much more 

explained by ancient and modern-day prophets in this red-letter edition of the Book of 

https://www.bofm.blog/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/0000-new-and-old.jpg


Mormon.  The colored text and the easy-to-read narrative combine together to make the Book of 

Mormon more understandable and comprehensible than ever before.  In addition, there are 

hundreds of inserts which magically place the Hill Cumorah in New York (as ALL the modern-day 

prophets have stated) and the Book of Mormon geography in Joseph's promised land---the New 

Jerusalem.  Joseph Smith stated over and over that, "...The remnant (the Lamanites) are 

the Indians which now inhabit this country (America)."  The scholars who have been the 

keepers and interpreters of our Church History for many decades claim it was merely Joseph's 

opinion.  Consequently, and most unfortunately for us, they feel completely justified in censoring, 

repudiating, and hiding Joseph's words from our view so that Joseph's words will then fit their 

interpretation instead of making certain their interpretation fits Joseph's words.  Shame on 

them!  Please thank the Lord often in your prayers for the publication of the Joseph Smith Papers 

in 2001 and for our Heartland friends who pour through them to find what Joseph actually 

said!  As one such friend, Jonathan "Martin Luther" Neville, recently stated, "Make certain you are 

following the words of prophets and not the words of scholars!" 

 

Annotated Edition of the book of Mormon by David Hocking and Rod Meldrum page 431 

 

Scores and scores of my favorite inserts include the phenomenal number of ways the Annotated 

Edition prove Joseph correct---the Native American Indians in America today are indeed the 

descendants of the Lamanites!   How profound is that?  We have an actual, real, and authentic 

link to Book of Mormon peoples living in the world today!  But not just anywhere in the 

world!  They are living in America!  How significant and breath-taking it is to me that the Lord 

allowed this phenomenon as part of the proof that the Book of Mormon is true!  The Book of 

Mormon is about real members of the House of Israel who came to a real promised land called 

the New Jerusalem located in America the Beautiful.  They were real descendants of Manasseh 

because Lehi was from Manasseh!  Manasseh came to Joseph's promised land to write the "stick 

of Joseph" which would be in the hands of Ephraim, to be joined with the "stick of Judah", and 

then to be one in the hand---just as the Book of Mormon and Bible are literally one in our hand 

today.   The Book of Mormon is now known to be an authentic, sophisticated Hebrew document, 

complete with the Hebrew Chiasmus and the Hebrew Midrash, and which also contains the 

essential Hebrew Old Testament "second witness" which completes the proof for of the divinity 

and authenticity of Jesus the Christ as the Only Begotten of the Father, the Holy Messiah, and 

Savior of the world!  The Heartland of America is a real-world location for Book of Mormon 

geography which makes perfect sense, which has abundant proof which has come out of the 

earth in this country, and to which the Spirit abundantly testifies is true!  This Annotated Edition of 



the Book of Mormon will delight, inspire, and prove, without 

question, that Joseph was the prophet of the Restoration 

whom the Lord chose above all others and that America has 

been, and will always be, the land which the Lord chose 

above all others to accomplish the majority of His grand and 

glorious Purposes through and for all of His Children!  Once 

you have read the Annotated Edition of the Book of 

Mormon, like Lehi of old, you will desire that your loved ones 

should partake of it! 

 

 

 

 

Stoddards: Covenant on the Land by The Joseph Smith Foundation 

– Documentary Highlights  

 
The following notes are shared with permission. 

 

Be sure to visit JosephSmithFoundation.org to purchase the full presentation which goes far 

beyond the scope of these notes!   

 

-some think the signs of the times are dangerous and fanatical, but the Lord said in the D&C that 

the righteous will seek to know the signs. 

 

-Both America and Book of Mormon societies were founded on scripture. Pilgrims’ religion is 

what brought them to America, like Nephi’s religion is what brought him and his family to 

America. 

 

-Laws of Mosiah and the laws of the Constitution were both from righteous men of God. 

 

-Nephites found the Jaredite record, a warning for them. Americans found the Book of Mormon, 

a warning for them. Both records show what happens to a people who live in America who reject 

God and their destruction. 

 

-Alma establishing God’s church among the Nephites is parallel to Joseph Smith establishing 

God’s church among the Americans. 

 

-Abinadi’s martyrdom and the martyrdom of Joseph Smith are very similar. Both these prophets 

are types of Christ. They voluntarily laid down their lives. Joseph Smith was in prison for 3 days 

before the mob shot him. 

 



-Darwin, Dewey, Keynes, Marx, and Sigmund Freud are all anti-Christ’s who rose up in our time. 

President Benson named these names as anti-Christs. Book of Mormon figures are Sherem, 

Korihor, Nehor. Mormon warns against whole groups of people being led astray by the false 

teachings of these anti-Christ’s false teachings. 

 

-Dr. William Provine at Purnell a professor of biology is teaching these same ideas as Korihor, of 

no God meaning no morals. 

 

-Missionaries among Nephites and Lamanites are parallel to missionaries now going to all the 

world. They teach the 3 pillars of creation, fall, atonement. 

 

-see book “The Book of Mormon and the Constitution” by H Verlan Anderson. 

 

-Vladimir, Lenin, Stalin, Mao Zedong, etc. are secret combinations seeking to overthrow the 

government. 

 

-socialism is soul destroying -Ezra Benson 

 

-atheistic communism or socialism we learn of Machiavelli’s “The Prince” about how to gain and 

abuse power; we hear the same thing in the book of Mormon. 

 

-Alma said we go to war so we can continue to worship God and keep our liberty for our families. 

 

-in the Book of Mormon when the church grew greatly, it started to be very proud and put God 

aside not listening to the prophets. 

 

-Benson said we have strayed from moral and constitutional principles and its getting us into a 

quagmire. 

 

-see book “From Darwin to Hitler” 

 

-free travel and trade lead to increased prosperity we see this in the Book of Mormon; we also see 

today many walls coming down to open the way for prosperity and the spread of missionary 

work, like the Berlin Wall coming down. When the Lamanites get converted they prosper. 

 

-Many scholars have agreed that the books of Helaman and 3 Nephi parallel our day. The Lord 

gives the Nephites physical signs of the times to give them one last chance to repent. Some of 

these signs are earthquakes, waves heaving themselves beyond their bounds, fire, darkness, etc. 

 

-Just before the Savior comes in the Book of Mormon, the words of the prophets are heavily 

rejected, the more righteous are gathered in and the more wicked are destroyed. 

 

-In the Book of Mormon the 200 years of peace following the coming of Christ is like the 

forthcoming Millennium, and there are no more tribal divisions, but everyone joins Christ. 

 

-at the end of the Book of Mormon period of peace, the people rebel outright, so will they people 

at the end of the Millennium. 

Part 2, about America’s founding: 

 

-Benson: we should review the religious history of the US lest we forget. 

 



-The Nephites came to America from Jerusalem with the brass plates which is the Old Testament, 

similarly the pilgrims came to America with the bible. 

 

-The tool the Lord used persecution to drive the Mulekites to America, the pilgrims, etc. 

 

-in schools they don’t teach that the pilgrims came to America for religion. They describe the first 

Thanksgiving etc. without mentioning God. This is an attack on Christianity, trying to revise 

history. 

 

-all the colonists believed that they were completing the journey which Moses started. 

 

-see Of Plymouth Plantation by William Bradford, the primary source 

 

-Jeremiah said that the day would come that the people would not look to the time of Moses as 

when they were delivered, but that there would be a gathering of the tribes from the north, which 

would be the great gathering and salvation of Israel. North and West Europe have many 

Ephriamites. 

 

-Puritans named their first township “Salem” after Jerusalem. They named their children Hebrew 

names. 

 

-The New Jerusalem is America. Just as the Nephites 

governed themselves by what was written in the brass 

plates (a more complete version of the Old Testament), that 

the Pilgrims considered the bible to be the law. They 

modeled their feast days after the feasts of the Old 

Testament; these holidays were very different than our 

holidays, they involved much prayer. The pilgrims 

repeatedly referred to Moses leading an Exodus to the 

promised land being akin to themselves being led to a 

promised land. 

 

-there are many parallels of Puritan churches and the 

restored gospel. Bearing testimony, being born under the 

covenant, sealings, sanctification, a sacred Sabbath, 

worthiness interviews, accepting new members by vote, 

sustaining leaders with the uplifted hand, church courts, 

disfellowship, excommunication, renewing covenants, 

prophecy, prayer lists, fasting for a purpose, bread and water in the sacrament, schools of the 

prophets, etc. Some say Joseph Smith stole these ideas but it’s just the true pattern restored 

 

-the founder of Rhode Island taught that the authority had not been restored yet to perform the 

church ordinances. John Westley also understood that shortly after the deaths of the apostles that 

the authority was gone. They understood a restoration of the ancient truth was needed and did 

what they could to move toward that direction. Asel Smith and Joseph Smith Sr. awaited the 

restoration of the gospel, and it came from Joseph Smith Jr. 

 

-The founder of Harvard believed in God creating and against Darwinism, but secular leaders 

replaced that. The motto for Harvard was originally “truth for Christ and the Church” was 

changed to “truth”. On the motto one of the books depicted was shown as inverted, meaning that 

reason alone can’t lead to man finding all truth, but the later secular leaders put that book not 



inverted anymore to suggest man was independent of God. This secular shift flew in the face of 

everything the founders of Harvard stood for. 

 

-Yale originally had a seal with the Hebrew Words on their logo “Urim and Thumim” meaning 

light and truth. 

 

-all the Ivy Leagues were originally founded as Christian Schools. 

 

-Columbia University seal had Psalm 36:9 in thy light shall we see 

 

-the Princeton motto was “under God’s power she flourishes” 

 

-University of Pennsylvania’s motto was “laws without morals are in vain” 

 

-Dartmouth College’s motto was “a voice crying in the wilderness” 

 

-Rutgers state university motto was “Sun of Righteousness” 

 

-Pilgrims were saved miraculously at sea much like Lehi’s company on their way to America. 

They couldn’t see anything for 7 days, and said they had never seen such a storm. The people 

greeting them on shore were amazed that anyone could survive such a storm. 

 

-Squanto walked into the Pilgrim camp and saved their lives, he spoke perfect English. William 

Bradford pilgrim leader was amazed; they needed help to farm which Squanto brought. He came 

out of nowhere to their aid. 

 

-the pilgrims had a large drought, they prayed 8 hours, and then clouds came and it rained for 14 

days 

 

-we wonder how it is possible that the Nephites forgot after 1 generation the great miracles of 

God; but we also have forgotten the miracles associated with the settlement of the US. 

 

-modern history portrays pilgrims as killers, hypocrites. It was the wicked among the colonists 

that did the bad things, the Lamans and Lemuels among Nephi’s people did bad things in the new 

land. They traveled side by side with the righteous Nephi Sam and Lehi. Not everyone came to 

America for the right reasons, and they make the good guys look bad. 

 

-some of the greatest peace makers came in the time of the pilgrims, like Thomas Mayhew, who 

was not fighting Indians, but living among them, knowing their language, teaching them the 

gospel. He was one of the nursing fathers prophesied of by Isaiah. 

 

-The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne rewrote the history of the pilgrims as being wicked 

people. This was not a historically accurate book. He made them become associated with 

snobbery, self-righteousness, rudeness. The red capital A is used by atheists from Scarlet Letter, 

they use it as a symbol of rebellion against Christianity. 

 

-Miller’s “The Crucible” was comparing anti-communists to witch hunters. He was a 

procommunist adulterer teaching us about the puritans. This is like going to Hitler to learn about 

the Jews. 

 



-just like how people think of the Puritans as too strict, people are seeing Nephi and Lehi as being 

too strict about keeping the commandments. The book of Mormon says the Nephite law was 

“exceedingly strict” dealing with the commandments. 

 

-Winthrop and other early leaders made an official covenant to be accountable to God and his 

angels to obey the commandments of God. 

 

-one man stole wood from Winthrop, Winthrop instructed him to use his wood until the cold 

season was over. Winthrop was strict in the law, but to punish lawbreakers, he taught them, and 

the stricter punishments were given to the more knowledgeable trespassers. 

 

-Sir Thomas Dale a leader of the Jamestown plantation saw 

 

-Rog Cragg “Forged in Faith” book. Calls America the New Jerusalem because of that strong 

theme. 

 

-Sowell in his book wrote of his belief that the heart of America is where the new Jerusalem 

would be. Joseph Smith confirmed this doctrine. 

 

-The Lord called Far West “most holy”, unlike any other place 

 

-Sowell said the native Americans were Israelites unawares 

 

-The colonists considered themselves literal Israelites by blood. 

 

-John Winthrop’s words to place the people under covenant on the new land seem like Lehi’s 

words. He said we will know God is with us when 10 of us can resist 1000 of our enemies, for we 

will be as a city on a hill. He said if they turn away from God they will be cut off from the 

presence of God and be cursed. 

 

-1 Ne. 13 Nephi saw thousands of years before the pilgrims and said the pilgrims would carry the 

bible with them to the promised land which he was on namely America, which they did. 

 

-generations ago when the bible was the essence of education and government, there was little to 

no delinquency. 

 

  



Stoddards: Book of Mormon as parallel timeline to modern history 

of God’s people (From “Divinely Sanctioned Governments”) 
 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

1 prophets persecuted: akin to the reformation 

2 Lehites to America: akin to Gentiles to America 

3 Mosiah’s law is akin to the US Constitution of the US. 

4 They found the Jaredite record, which is akin to Joseph Smith finding the Nephite record. 

5 Then Alma restoring the church is a parallel on a Book of Mormon timeline to Joseph Smith 

restoring the church. 

6 Abinadi’s martyrdom is akin to Joseph Smith’s martyrdom 

7 Anti-Christ’s deceive Nephites: akin to Anti-Christ deceive Saints 

8 Missionaries to the Lamanites and Nephites: akin to missionaries to the world 

9 Wicked leaders conspire: akin to communism and socialism 

10 Title of Liberty: akin to Constitution 

11 Astonishing church growth: akin to worldwide church growth 

12 Nephites degenerate: akin to moderns reject founding moorings 

13 Lamanite religious freedom: akin to walls come down 

14 Combinations infiltrate Nephites: akin to complicity in America 

15 signs warn Nephites: akin to signs warn moderns 

16 more wicked destroyed: akin to earth cleansed 

17 Christ visits Nephites: akin to Second Coming 

18 period of peace: akin to the Millennium 

19 Nephites openly rebel: akin to Satan loosed after the Millennium 

20 Mormon leads final battle: akin to Michael leads final battle 

  



Stoddards: Divinely Sanctioned Governments: Exploring the 

Prophetic Parallels in the Book of Mormon - Highlights 
 

 

The following notes are shared with permission. 

 

Be sure to visit JosephSmithFoundation.org to purchase the full presentation which goes far 

beyond the scope of these notes!   

 

 
 

 

-there is a painting “the apotheosis of Washington” of him surrounded by 13 women representing 

the colonies. Washington was found praying often during the war; there is plenty of evidence of 

the US as a Christian nation. Some historians call Washington a deist, but this is absurd, he 

consistently evoked Gods law on the land. Deists believe God is only found via reason and 

observation not via revelation and supernaturalism. (*Note some other Joseph Smith Foundation 

materials make a good point: that some of the US founding fathers were skeptical of the form of 

Christianity in their day; so was Joseph Smith!) The most quoted source in the writings of the 

founding era were from the bible, and this was quoted 4x more than the next most quoted boo. 

34% of their quotes were from the bible. This is hard to understand in our secular era. The 

language of the constitution reads similarly to the bible type of language. 

 

-at top of the Washington Monument it says in Latin “praise to God”; in the miniature display in 

the museum it hides this inscription on the back; all the way up to the top there are bible verses 

from Proverbs, these are seen on the stairs ascending the tower, and those stairs are no longer 

allowed to be used, people are required to use the elevator. This is supposedly because people 

can’t handle the stairs. 

-the founding fathers believed America was the new promised land of the Lord. They wanted the 

national symbol of the US to be an image of the Israelites traveling in the wilderness. We have an 

eagle instead. 

 

-like how Mosiah didn’t create the government in the Book of Mormon, so didn’t the US 

founders create the government here, really, they were instituting laws of God. 

 



-Mosiah’s law deals with a transition from monarchy to a government where the people make the 

laws, elect those who make the laws, and are responsible for the outcomes. People answer for 

their own sins. Mosiah instituted a system of judges as found in the brass plates. The ultimate 

authority of their government was recognized as God. Just as the Nephites in the Book of 

Mormon, the Americans had a law which started out as recognizing God as the leader, and have 

not continued to recognize God. The principles of the Constitution are in the Book of Mormon. 

 

-without God as a justification for human rights, it becomes impossible to explain why a human 

should be treated differently than an animal. Those who profess to believe Darwinian Evolution 

often believe that saving a dog is just as important as saving a human. Certain rights are given to 

every person by God. When we believe we are from apes, we act like apes. The Columbine 

shooter was wearing a shirt that said “natural selection”. Where do the unalienable rights of 

humans come from? From their creator, as the founders wrote into the Constitution. 

 

-The bible teaches that the purpose of government is to secure God given rights. 

 

-Moroni includes property rights in his Title of Liberty. He called upon the people to show a 

“spirit of freedom”. Private property is referred to often in the Book of Mormon. 3 Nephi 3 tells 

of a group of people trying to tempt Gods people into communal pooling of land rather than 

individual property. Moroni defines defending our rights as “the cause of Christians” 

 

-The Book of Mormon has poetic parallels and chiasmus reflecting scenes of the American 

revolution; Joseph Smith was 21, backwoods, uneducated, not well read. He could not have 

written that. 

 

-one couple was fined for holding bible study group in his home without a permit 

 

-Jayson Kunzler a BYU professor surveys his class on government views and most the students 

align with the communist manifesto. They then study readings from the Book of Mormon, and 

the students’ views change dramatically. 

 

-when governments of liberty are established, people are simply returning to the government of 

God. 

 

-without God, no one can say what’s right and what’s wrong. Morals become irrelevant. 

 

-Ancient Israel had a type of federalism, the states were called tribes, and there was a central 

national federal government to help in things the tribes could not. It’s the divided limited 

government. 

 

-freedom is participation in power. The more is controlled by remote Washington the less power 

we have. 

 

-Supreme Court Justice Ginsburg wanted to use foreign laws to settle issues in the US not our 

constitution. 

 

-Obama called the Constitution very flawed and representing cultural issues of the time it was 

written. 

 

-Genesis 49 is the words Jacob delivered to Joseph; it said Joseph is a fruitful bough whose 

branches go over the wall; they understood this wall as being the Atlantic Ocean, and that a 



remnant of Israel would spread across it to this land. George Washington put his hand on this 

chapter when swearing his oath to God to be the president of this land. 

 

-when we attend the temple, we hear of our liberty binding us to our land 

 

-Franklin Roosevelt called the Constitution quaint from the horse and buggy era. J Reuben Clark 

of the First Presidency responded that though they had horse and buggy, they still understood 

human nature, which is the same as it always has been. 

 

-The first presidency of the LDS Church (Grant, Clark, McKay) condemned “New Deal” policies 

because of their socialistic and unconstitutional nature; they warned that as a nation and as a 

people we are moving towards communism. Just like ancient Israel’s prophets condemned 

political leaders, so have the modern Israel prophets. The saints rejected the advice of the First 

Presidency of the Church as seen in the election results in the 4 elections of FDR, Utah Idaho and 

Arizona citizens gave majority support of FDR. 

 

-McKay in the First Presidency said the church’s position on communism has always been the 

same: it’s of the Devil and takes away our liberty. 

 

-Ezra Benson said socialism eventually has the same effects on our freedom as communism. 

 

-Alma 51 they sent a petition to change the government, seeking to destroy the government 

ratified by the voice of the people these laws of Mosiah. Similarly, people want to get rid of the 

Constitution thinking it outdated. These people wanted to restore monarchy, getting a leader not 

representing the people. As people move away from spiritual moorings, they move from political 

ones. Religion and liberty are always tied together. 

 

-Obama lamented the checks and balances system has kept him from making all the changes he 

wanted. 

 

-When Nancy Pelosi was asked where the constitutional authority was for requiring people to 

have healthcare, her answer was “are you serious? Are you serious?” 

 

-representative Phil Hare said he cares less about the constitution and more about the people 

dying without healthcare. 

 

-The D&C says God inspired by US Constitution. Clark and Benson repeated this. Clark carries 

his copy of the constitution with his scriptures. They taught the constitution is the law of Zion. 

It’s a political version of the blessings for Israel, telling us how we can receive and preserve 

liberty. Brigham Young says that Jesus Christ himself dictated the constitution, and that it is as 

good as he can ask for. 

 

-the early US Supreme Court gave preference to the bible over less authoritative sources. 

 

-the 10 commandments are the basis of the common law in America. We also have several 

depictions of Moses with the 10 commandments in our government buildings. He was the 

Genesis of Judeo-Christian law. The law from the brass plates taught by Mosiah is akin to Moses 

giving the law to Israel and akin to our constitution. 

 

-secular humanism says man is predominant not God. 

 



-President Hinckley condemned society for taking God out of our laws despite him being in our 

pledge of allegiance and our coins. He said we have the name of God on our coinage, but we 

cannot mention the name of God in our schools. He said we are forsaking the Almighty, and I 

fear he is forsaking us. 

 

-Obama said we do not consider ourselves a Christian nation, but only a nation of citizens. 

 

-an 8-year-old boy had candy with the name Jesus taped onto them at Christmas, he was not 

allowed to give these to his peers. 

 

-a photographer was ordered to pay 7000 dollars for declining to photograph a same sex marriage. 

 

 
 

 

  



 

Resources on Book of Mormon culture / geography studies 

 

WorksOfJoseph.com  

Rod Meldrum BookofMormonEvidence.com. His Annotated Book of Mormon is a 

printing of the Book of Mormon with evidences of the heartland model throughout the 

text, and is a tremendous resource. 

John Neville  

Willard Bean  

Hugh Nibley – Hebrew, Arabic, Egyptology insights 

Stephen Ricks – Hebrew & Arabic insights 

 

Stoddard’s at the JosephSmithFoundation.org   

  



PART 2: SELECTIONS FROM DAVID HOCKING’S ANNOTATED BOOK OF MORMON ON 

AMERICAN HEARTLAND GEOGRAPHY, ETC. 

 

Shared with Permission 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nate Richardson and David Hocking at the Sept. 2021 Book of Mormon Evidence 

Conference 

Hocking’s Annotated Book of Mormon: Introduction  

 

Book of Mormon Origins, Heartland of North America Geography, Land of Promise, 

Artifacts 

 

 



 

The following pictures of the text are shared here with permission of the author. These 

images are not to be used for profit. Please visit www.beaconlightbooks.com for more 

information. These are a small sampling of the wonderful pictures charts analysis and text 

you’ll find in his books, be sure to get copies of these landmark works!  

The Annotated Book of Mormon is Hockings foremost masterpiece. It highlights the 

heartland North America geography of the historical record called the Book of Mormon.   

 

He also has an annotated book of Isaiah, Jasher, & Enoch. 

 

(Nate Richardson & David Hocking at the 2021 FIRM Foundation Book of Mormon 

Evidence Conference) 

 



Hocking: Seed of My Brethren Smitten: Native Americans 

 



Hocking: New Nation ON the Land of Promise 

 



Hocking: US is the Promise Land: Perry & The Text 

 

 



Hocking: Phoenicia Wood Ship Expedition 2009, 600BC Tech Replicating Lehi’s 

Voyage Route, Timing, Etc. 

 



 

Hocking: Plates of Ore, Hopewell Artifacts 

 

 



 

Hocking: Joseph of Egypt Foretells Lineage of Joseph Smith: A Patriarchal Blessing of 

Joseph, etc. 

 

 



Hocking: Joining The 2 Sticks: Contract & Perfect Match 

 

 



Hocking: Tennessee Mines have the Ores Spoken Of 

 



Hocking: Sealed Book, Anton, Resemblance of Mi’kmak Hieroglyphs  

 



Hocking: Zenos Olive Tree Allegory: Symbols & Visits Identified 

 



Hocking: Hebraic Chaistic Book of Mosiah 

 



Hocking: American Indians with Israelite Tallis 

 



Hocking: Book of Mormon Parallels 

 



Hocking: Hopewell Ohio Mounds, “Cloth of Every Kind” 

 



Hocking: Missouri Long Sword & Other Weapon Artifacts  

Note: These long metal swords are NOT found in ancient Mesoamerica, which 

disqualifies it as the Book of Mormon geographical location.  

 



Hocking: Mark of Red Forehead: American Indians 

 



Hocking: Freedom vs. Liberty 

 



Hocking: Ammonihah Desolation: Joseph Smith Identifies 

 



Hocking: American Bison: Beasts of Alma & Ether 

 



Hocking: Joseph & Emma Witness: Book of Mormon History. No Manuscripts, Just 

Metallic Plates 

(Note: The statement of Joseph not being able to dictate a coherent sentence however is 

questionable, Joseph was actually quite smart from his youth and spent years studying the 

bible.)  

 



Hocking: Plan of Salvation in Newark Earthworks 

 

 



Hocking: Iroquois Bury Weapons, “Bury the Hatchet” 

 



Hocking: Sioux Costly Apparel 

 



Hocking: Zion’s Camp & Plains of the Nephites: Artifacts, Zelph Mound 

 



Hocking: Hebraic Chiasm of Alma 36 

 



Hocking: Illinois Arm-Shields  

 



Hocking: Map of the Zoramite War 

 



Hocking: Moroni & George Washington: Titles of Liberty 

Compare with Alma 46:13 “in memory of our God, our religion, and freedom and our 

peace, our wives and our children.” 

 



Hocking: Moroni’s Defense: Great Circle Mound, Ohio 

 



Hocking: Military Forts of Hopewell in Ohio 

 



Hocking: Naked, Except Skin about Loins 

 



Hocking: Timbers about the Cities: Fort Ancient, Ohio 

 



 

 

Hocking: Hanukkaiah Mound Earthworks Ohio: City of Lehi 

 

 



Hocking: Book of Mormon Record Keeper Chart (James Fulmer) 

 



Hocking: Where Moronihah Defeats Coriantumr  

 



Hocking: Timber Buildings of Nephites at Ohio 

 



Hocking: Whirlwind Shafts: Common in Central US NOT Mesoamerica 

 



Hocking: Seed of Zedekiah are With Us   

  



Hocking: Penn Describes American Indian Body & Language as Hebrew-Like 

 



Hocking: Lincoln, Civil War, & Book of Mormon (Timothy Ballard) 

 

 



 



Hocking: Costly Apparel: Iroquois & Hebrew Cloth Similarities 

 



Hocking: Nephite Gathering Place: Angel Mounds, Indiana 

 



Hocking: The Great Hopewell Road 

 



Hocking: Tornado Map Matches Heartland, NOT Mesoamerica 

 



Hocking: The 1812 New Madrid Earthquake Parallels 3 Nephi Destructions 

 



Hocking: Evidence of New Madrid Quake in 300AD (+/-200 Years) & Mapping Far 

Reaching Impact  

  



Hocking: Nephite Cities BURNED (Were Made of Wood)  

[Note: Much of Mesoamerican construction is of stone, NOT wood, disqualifying them 

as the Book of Mormon people.]  

 



Hocking: Sacred Places in the US Land of Promise 

 

 



 



 

Hocking: Record of “Aborigines of America” 

See also the prior page for many Hopewell artifacts 

 



Hocking: Nephite Northward Retreat 

 



Hocking: Location of Hill Cumorah 

 



Hocking: J. Fielding Smith Identifies NY Cumorah as the Historical Site of the End 

Battles 

(Note: The Mesoamerica activists have to come up with there being two Hill Cumorah’s 

for their theory to work!) (Note: Perhaps this will also be the site of some of the future 

apocalyptic end battles.) 

 



Hocking: Joseph Smith Identifies American Indian Remnants as Lamanites 

Brigham Young cited below as well. 

 



Hocking: Miamisburg Ohio Mound of the Adena (Jaredites) 

 



Hocking: The Jaredite Nation 

 



Hocking: Indiana Giant Jaredite Skeleton, Copper Armor 

Note: Elsewhere we have an account of Joseph Smith being shown a graveyard of giant 

skeletons in the region, he identified them as Jaredite, and told the man who owned the 

land to cover them and leave them to rest.  

 



Hocking: 20 Pound Ax from Seneca Nation, etc. 

 



Hocking: Marion G Romney Verifies US is the Land of the Book of Mormon 

 



Hocking: Men & Elephants in America: Artifacts etc. 

 



Hocking: Wisconsin Museum Mining Artifacts 

 



Hocking: Adam’s Cainan (Missouri/New Jerusalem) & Abraham’s Canaan 

(Palestine/Old Jerusalem): Scriptural Proofs 

 



Hocking: Church Periodical Identifies North America as Book of Mormon Land 

 



Hocking: Highlighting Ether “New Jerusalem upon THIS land.” & D&C “Borders of the 

Lamanites” & Missouri as New Jerusalem 

 

 



Hocking: N Eldon Tanner: US as Most Choice & of Biblical Prophecy 

 



Hocking: Two Lands of Promise in Pangea 

[Note: It is possible, and perhaps taught by Joseph Smith, that the Garden of Eden was in 

fact in Palestine as indicated by the rivers etc., and that the “Garden of God” was in 

Missouri, where Adam was sired by God, and to which he returned after leaving his 

home which was “eastward in Eden”.  More analysis of that elsewhere.] 

 



Hocking: 36 Book of Mormon Prophecies & Promises about the Land, the Remnant, & 

the Gentiles 

 



 



Hocking: Map of Moroni’s America, & Cumorah as a Key Pin (Jonathan Neville) 

 



Hocking: Zion Camp March Identifying Key Book of Mormon Sites 

 



Hocking: Book of Mormon Parallel Chart (Joseph Smith Foundation) 

 



Hocking: Hopewell Mound Builders 400BC-500AD 

 



Hocking: 50 Correlations of Hopewell & Book of Mormon 

 

 



 



Hocking: Mesoamerican “Snake People” come north & Enslave Lamanites, Intermarry, 

& Cause Mayan Structures to be Built ~800AD 

 

 



 



Hocking: Native American Words Parallel Hebrew 

 



Hocking: Joseph Smith Preaching to Lamanite Western Tribes, “America is a Promised 

Land unto Them” 

 



Hocking: Key Heartland Geography Prophecy Documents: Zelph Account Journals, 

Letter VII, Letter to Emma, Revelation, Epistle 

 



Hocking: American Indian DNA Studies: Middle East & Great Lakes Regions: Maps & 

Articles 

 



Hocking: Possible Book of Mormon DNA Markers 

 



Hocking: Large Advanced Hidden Cities of Ancient North America (Roger Kennedy) 

 



Hocking: Witnesses Describe the Metal Book of Mormon Plates 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


