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as a PDF, and is available at minimal printing cost on Amazon. This work is purely non-profit for educational purposes. Please 

share this book with others to help spread the information. Many researchers have generously donated significant amounts of 

research which appear in this book.  

Nathan is the editor of RichardsonStudies.com and is a member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. This book 

is not a publication of the church. No study aids or chapter headers from the LDS scriptures are used in this volume.  

Highlights of research of various people have been included in this book with permission, and various highlights are included 

for educational purposes written in shorthand based on my understanding to summarize some key ideas relevant to my 

research.  

Selections from the Annotated Book of Mormon are shared with permission of David Hocking.  

Selected maps by Rian Nelson are shared with permission. Throughout the book I will identify which material comes from 

which source.  

Highlights from Joseph Smith Foundation documentaries are included with permission, and note that my highlights represent 

my understanding and shorthand, and do not necessarily represent the view of the foundation.  

  



13 

 

(Nate and David Hocking at the Sept. 2021 Book of Mormon Evidence Conference by the FIRM foundation) 

Though I endorse the FIRM Foundation and the Joseph Smith Foundation, this book is not a publication of those groups, or 

of any other organization aside from my own.   

Special thanks to the Book of Mormon Evidence website researchers, particularly Rian Nelson, for collecting many quotes and 

providing some explanations of the context surrounding them, some of which is used here with permission. See 

https://bookofmormonevidence.org/quotes/ and bookofmormonevidence.org. See also PDF SECONDARY-

EVIDENCES-1-66-1.pdf. These quotes are included here with some reformatting for a uniform presentation with names of 

each quote at the beginning of each quote, and the full source of each at the end of each. Iõve also changed the organization of 

how the quotes are presented, putting them into a chronological and topical structure throughout this work.  

As this book is organized by topic, there is some repetition of material when it relates to multiple topics to allow for easier 

study.  

 

 

 

Introductory Statements 
 

¶ Joseph Smith: ñI was also informed concerning the aboriginal inhabitants of this country [America]  and 

shown who they were, and from whence they came; a brief sketch of their origin, progress, civilization, 

laws, governments, of their righteousness and iniquity, and the blessings of God being finally withdrawn from 

them as a people, was [also] made known unto me; I was also told where were deposited some plates on which 

were engraven an abridgment of the records of the ancient prophets that had existed on this continent. The angel 

appeared to me three times the same night and unfolded the same things. After having received many visits from 

the angels of God, unfolding the majesty and glory of the events that should transpire in the last days, on the 

morning of the 22nd of September, A.D. 1827, the angel of the Lord delivered the records into my hands.ò é  

ñIn this important and interesting book the history of ancient America is unfolded, from its first settlement by a 

colony that came from the Tower of Babel at the confusion of languages to the beginning of the fifth century of 

the Christian era. We are informed by these records that America in ancient times has been inhabited by two 

distinct races of people. The first were called Jaredites and came directly from the Tower of Babel. The second 

race came directly from the city of Jerusalem about six hundred years before Christ. They were principally 

Israelites of the descendants of Joseph. The Jaredites were destroyed about the time that the Israelites came 

from Jerusalem, who succeeded them in the inheritance of the country. The principal nation of the second race fell 

in battle towards the close of the fourth century. The remnant are the Indians that now inhabit this country. 

This book also tells us that our Savior made His appearance upon this continent after His Resurrection; that 

He planted the gospel here in all its fulness, and richness, and power, and blessing; that they had apostles, 

prophets, pastors, teachers, and evangelistsðthe same order, the same priesthood, the same ordinances, gifts, 

powers, and blessings, as were enjoyed on the eastern continent; that the people were cut off in consequence of 

their transgressions; that the last of their prophets who existed among them was commanded to write an 

abridgment of their prophecies, history, etc., and to hide it up in the earth; and that it should come forth and be 

united with the Bible for the accomplishment of the purposes of God in the last days. For a more particular 

account I would refer to the Book of Mormon, which can be purchased at Nauvoo, or from any of our traveling 

elders.ò (Joseph Smith, The Wentworth Letter, The Wentworth Letter - 

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/ensign/2002/07/the-wentworth-letter?lang=eng  - 

https://www.gutenberg.org/files/6720/6720-h/6720-h.htm) 

https://bookofmormonevidence.org/quotes/
https://bookofmormonevidence.org/quotes2/
https://www.worksofjoseph.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/SECONDARY-EVIDENCES-1-66-1.pdf
https://www.worksofjoseph.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/SECONDARY-EVIDENCES-1-66-1.pdf
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/ensign/2002/07/the-wentworth-letter?lang=eng
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/ensign/2002/07/the-wentworth-letter?lang=eng
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/6720/6720-h/6720-h.htm
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¶ Joseph Smith: òThe whole of our journey, in the midst of so large a company of social honest and sincere 

men, wandering over the plains of the Nephites, recounting occasionally the history of the Book of Mormon, roving 

over the mounds of that once beloved people of the Lord, picking up their skulls & their bones, as a proof of its 

divine authenticityé During our travels we visited several of the mounds which had been thrown up by the ancient 

inhabitants of this country-Nephites, Lamanites, etc.ó JS Papers Letter from Joseph to Emma. June 4, 1834 

 

¶ Joseph Smith: òVerily, Verily, saith the Lord, your Redeemer, even Jesus Christ . . .  Verily, I say upon you, that the 

wisdom of man, in his fallen state, knoweth not the purposes and the privileges of my holy priesthood, but ye shall 

know when ye receive a fulness by reason of the anointing: it is my will, that in time, ye should take unto you wives of 

the Lamanites and Nephites, that their posterity may become white, delightsome and just, for even now their females 

are more virtuous than the gentiles.ó (Revelation given to Joseph Smith, given west of Jackson County, Missouri, July 17, 1831, 

contained in a letter from W. W. Phelps to Brigham Young, dated August 12, 1861.  It is in the Joseph Smith Collection, Church 

History Archives, but is not in the D&C.) 

 

¶ Joseph Smith: òI told the brethren that the Book of Mormon was the most correct of any book on earth, and the 

keystone of our religion, and a man would get nearer to God by abiding by its precepts, than by any other bookó ð 

Joseph Smith 

 

¶ L. Tom Perry: òThe United States is the promised land foretold in the Book of Mormonña place where divine 

guidance directed inspired men to create the conditions necessary for the Restoration of the gospel of Jesus 

Christ.ó Elder L. Tom Perry Ensign January 201 

 

¶ Oliver Cowdery: òéHere, between these hills, the entire power and national strength of both the Jaredites and 

Nephites were destroyed. By turning to the 529th and 530th pages of the Book of Mormon, you will read Mormonõs 

account of the last great struggle of his people, as they were encamped round this hill Cumorah.  In this valley fell the 

remaining strength and pride of a once powerful people, the Nephitesñonce so highly favored of the Lord, but at 

that time in darkness, doomed to suffer extermination by the hand of their barbarous and uncivilized brethren. From 

the top of this hill, Mormon, with a few others, after the battle, gazed with horror upon the mangled remains of those 

who, the day before, were filled with anxiety, hope, or doubt.ó Oliver Cowderyõs Letter VII Joseph Smith Papers 

òLetter VII,ó LDS Messenger and Advocate, July 1835, 1:155ð159 . (Published under the instruction & direct 

oversight of Joseph Smith, republished in Joseph Smithõs journal, etc.) 

 

¶ Ezra Taft Benson: ñMy beloved brothers and sisters, we hardly fathom the power of the Book of Mormon, nor 

the divine role it must play, nor the extent to which it must be moved.ò -President Ezra Taft Benson, 1988, 

Flooding the Earth with the Book of Mormon, Flooding the Earth with the Book of Mormon 

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/general-conference/1988/10/flooding-the-earth-with-the-book-of-

mormon?lang=eng 

 

¶ Bruce R. McConkie: ñFew men on earth either in or out of the Church, have caught the vision of what the Book 

of Mormon is all about. Few are they among men who know the part it has played and will yet play in preparing 

the way for the coming of Him of whom it is a new witness. é The Book of Mormon shall so affect men that the 

whole earth and all its peoples will have been influenced and governed by it. é There is no greater issue ever to 

confront mankind in modern times than this: Is the Book of Mormon the mind and will and voice of God to all 

men?ò (Bruce R. McConkie, Millennial Messiah, Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1982, pp. 159, 170, 179.) 

(Also quoted by President Ezra Taft Benson in 1988 Flooding the Earth with the Book of Mormon) 

 

¶ D&C 84:52-62: ñ52 And whoso receiveth not my voice is not acquainted with my voice, and is not of me. 53 And 

by this you may know the righteous from the wicked, and that the whole world groaneth under sin and darkness 

even now. 54 And your minds in times past have been darkened because of unbelief, and because you have 

treated lightly  the things you have receivedð 55 Which vanity and unbelief have brought the whole church 

under condemnation. 56 And this condemnation resteth upon the children of Zion, even all. 57 And they shall 

http://www.josephsmithpapers.org/paper-summary/history-1834-1836/1?highlight=oct%2029%2C%201834#full-transcript
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/general-conference/1988/10/flooding-the-earth-with-the-book-of-mormon?lang=eng
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/general-conference/1988/10/flooding-the-earth-with-the-book-of-mormon?lang=eng
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/general-conference/1988/10/flooding-the-earth-with-the-book-of-mormon?lang=eng
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/84?lang=eng#note52_a
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/84?lang=eng#note53_a
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/84?lang=eng#note53_b
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/84?lang=eng#note54_a
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/84?lang=eng#note54_b
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/84?lang=eng#note54_c
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/84?lang=eng#note54_d
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/84?lang=eng#note55_a
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/84?lang=eng#note56_a
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remain under this condemnation until they repent and remember the new covenant, even the Book of 

Mormon and the former commandments which I have given them, not only to say, but to do according to 

that which I have writtenð 58 That they may bring forth fruit meet for their Fatherôs kingdom; otherwise there 

remaineth a scourge and judgment to be poured out upon the children of Zion. 59 For shall the children of the 

kingdom pollute my holy land? Verily, I say unto you, Nay. 60 Verily, verily, I say unto you who now hear 

my words, which are my voice, blessed are ye inasmuch as you receive these things; 61 For I will forgive you 

of your sins with this commandmentðthat you remain steadfast in your minds in solemnity and the spirit of 

prayer, in bearing testimony to all the world of those things which are communicated unto you. 

62 Therefore, go ye into all the world; and unto whatsoever place ye cannot go ye shall send, that the testimony 

may go from you into all the world unto every creature.ò 

 

 

¶ "good inspiration is based upon good information" -Russel M. Nelson, April 2018, Revelation for the Church, 

Revelation for Our Lives, https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/general-conference/2018/04/revelation-for-

the-church-revelation-for-our-lives?lang=eng  

 

¶ Jeffrey R. Holland: òGod intends us to find and use the evidence He has givenñreasons, if you willñwhich 

affirm the truthfulness of His worké.ó The Greatness of the Evidence By Elder Jeffrey R. Holland August 16, 2017 

 

¶ Austin Farrer: òThough argument does not create conviction, the lack of it destroys belief. What seems to be proved 

may not be embraced; but what no one shows the ability to defend is quickly abandoned. Rational argument 

does not create belief, but it maintains a climate in which belief may flourish.ó (Austin Farrer, an Oxford 

Theologian and New Testament scholar, in  "The Christian Apologist," in Light on C. S. Lewis, ed. Jocelyn Gibb 

(New York: Harcourt, Brace & World, 1965), 26.) 

 

 

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/84?lang=eng#note57_a
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/84?lang=eng#note57_b
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/84?lang=eng#note57_b
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/84?lang=eng#note57_c
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/84?lang=eng#note57_d
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/84?lang=eng#note58_a
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/84?lang=eng#note58_b
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/84?lang=eng#note59_a
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/84?lang=eng#note60_a
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/84?lang=eng#note61_a
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/84?lang=eng#note61_b
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/84?lang=eng#note61_c
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/84?lang=eng#note61_d
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/84?lang=eng#note62_a
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/general-conference/2018/04/revelation-for-the-church-revelation-for-our-lives?lang=eng
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/general-conference/2018/04/revelation-for-the-church-revelation-for-our-lives?lang=eng
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(memes by mormonr)  

 

A Quick List of Book of Mormon Places Aligned with US States Based on Church 

Teachings etc.  
 

òThis landó is a òLand of Promiseó, òAbove all nationsó, òGentiles shall flow unto itó = USA.  

Cumorah = New York (D&C 128:20) 

City of Zarahemla = Iowa (D&C 125:3)  

Land of Zarahemla = Iowa, Illinois, Missouri 

Garden of Eden / Adam-ondi-Ahman = Missouri, Daviess County (D&C 116; D&C 107:53-57) 

New Jerusalem = Jackson County, Missouri (D&C 57:1-3, Ether 13:4) 

Center of Zion is Missouri (D&C 57:1-3) (Center of USA) 

Zelph Mound White Lamanite Warrior = Valley City, Illinois (Joseph Smith Papers) 

Plains of the Nephites = Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri (Joseph Smith, Letter to Emma from Zionõs Camp 1834) 

Zion: All of American north and south (Joseph Smith) (Most likely south USA and north USA, as indicated by referring to 

America singular, not the Americas plural. Also indicated by north and south America being a common reference to pre-civil 

war areas in the USA.) 

Land of First Inheritance / Lehiõs Landing = Florida (Joseph Smith said landing 30 degrees latitude) (Also Florida is where the 

beginning of the Hopewell/Deptford Culture is.) 

City of Enoch = was at Gulf of America (Wilford Woodruff) 

Noah launched his ark = Carolina (a teaching of Joseph Smith reported by Oliver Huntington) (Remember, the single Pangea 

supercontinent still existed at this time, the land wasnõt divided until after the flood (which flood occurred around 2345BC) at 

the days of Peleg (Gen. 10:25).)  
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Hagoth = Plausibly sailed north from Lake Michigan, east out the St Lawrence Seaway then north west thorugh Canada and 

south through Bering Strait, to Hawaii etc. (Note that Joseph F. Smith and others identify Polynesians as being from Hagothõs 

ships.)   

Nephite temple site dedications = St. George UT & Manti UT (Revelations to Brigham Young) 

City of Bountiful = Possibly Newark or Kirkland, Ohio  

City of Lehi-Nephi = Possibly Chattanooga, Tennessee  

Waters of Mormon = Tennessee  

Manti = Likely, Randolph County, Missouri (see History of Joseph Smith pg. 296)  

Nephites: Northward (chased to NY) 

Lamanites: Southward  

River Sidon = Mississippi River system 

Land of Desolation = north, Great Lakes area. 

Land of Lehi-Nephi & Land of Nephi & Land Southward = Southern and Eastern states. 

Land Southward & Land Mulek & Land Bountiful = North Midwest 

Narrow Neck of Land = Between Lake Erie & Lake Wainfleet  

Sea West = Lake Michigan 

Sea South = Lake Erie 

Sea East = Lake Ontario 

Sea North = Lake Huron (and north part of lake Michigan)  

 

 

 

 

 

Book of Mormon North American Geography 
 

 

The main reason I subscribe to the North American geography for Book of Mormon events is the prophetic promises within 

the book itself and the many statements of Joseph Smith on this being the place.  

 

Repeatedly the book identifies North America, the country that would be there, as the promised land and nation, the most 

prosperous land, and the same land in which the events of the book occurred. The reason the USA is so prosperous is because 

it is the promised land.  

 

It is where Adam and early prophets lived until the flood of Noah, which relocated the house of faith to the east. Then the 

Book of Mormon peoples came to this promised land as a choice blessing. All those who come to this land come here by the 

hand of the Lord.  

 

Missouri is the location of Adam-Ondi-Ahman, and will be where the New Jerusalem is built.  
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Joseph Smith, who saw the Nephites in vision, identified the USA as the place of Book of Mormon events.  

 

Eliza R. Snow spoke of Nephite temples once existing throughout Utah (òA Journeying Song for the Camp of Israeló, Eliza R 

Snow An Immortal (SLC: Nicholas G. Morgan, Sr., Foundation, 1957), 267) 

 

On the Zionõs Camp march, Joseph Smith said they were wandering through the plains of the Nephites, and even found a 

Lamanite skeleton there, whose name and life information came to Joseph by revelation, that he was Zelph, a warrior.   
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Why Book of Mormon Geography Matters: Introductory Essay by Rian Nelson 
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Two Pins in the Map (We Can All Agree on From Revelation): Introductory 

Geography Map by Rian Nelson 
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Meldrum & Hocking: Mission to Lamanites, Zion Camp etc.: Identifying Key Book of 

Mormon Sites Based on Church History Statements 
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Meldrum & Hocking: Key Heartland Geography Prophecy Documents: Zelph 

Account Journals, Letter VII, Letter to Emma, Revelation, Epistle 
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Meldrum & Hocking: Large Advanced Hidden Cities of Ancient North America 

(Roger Kennedy) 
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Moroni's America by Jonathan Neville ð Book Highlights 
 

Here we will scratch the surface, refer to the book for a wealth of knowledge! 

 

Joseph Smith never once connected the Book of Mormon to Central America.  

 

Anonymous articles in the Times and Seasons said that Zarahemla was in Guatemala.  

But Joseph Smith said the Hill Cumorah was in New York.  

The scholars chose to reject the New York Cumorah and accept the Guatemala Cumorah. Thus was born the dilemma to 

where scholars say there's two Hill Cumorah's.  

 

In some publications where theories were put forward about Book of Mormon in Central America, it was assumed that Joseph 

Smith edited those publications, but he did not. He didn't not have time for that even if he wanted to. He didn't release 

documents without his signature, and his signature isn't on it, so he didn't write it. He didn't have time to work at the Times 

and Seasons publication.  

It wasn't Taylor or Woodruff that edited it either, they were too sick to work when these were published.  

It was likely Benjamin Winchester and W.W. Phelps who published these things. 

A month before Joseph died he said that Winchester was rotten at heart and would drop the Church as much as he could. 

Later Winchester was excommunicated.  

 

The Book of Mormon territory is traveled in a matter of days, it is much too small to be all of North and South America. 

 

Letter Seven by Oliver Cowdrey was published repeatedly and approved by Joseph Smith. Letter Seven confirms that the 

Book of Mormon occurred in North America. Cowdery said it was a fact that the final battles of the Nephites took place by 

the New York Hill Cumorah. Joseph Smith had his scribes copy this letter into his journal as part of his life story. Joseph 

repeatedly approved of the reprinting of this letter. Letter Seven makes it very clear that both the Nephites and the Jaredites 

died in the New York Cumorah area. Those who choose to adopt the two Cumorah's theory must make the conscious 

decision to reject Letter Seven.  

 

The two Cumorah's theory is fulfillment of Joseph Smith's prophecy that Benjamin Winchester would injure the Church as 

much as he could.  

 

Both Joseph and Oliver promoted the Book of Mormon Hill Cumorah in New York. All we have promoting the Guatemala 

Cumorah is the anonymous article with apostate Benjamin Winchester behind it.  

 

Boxes of artifacts have been witnessed recovered from the New York Cumorah.  

 

A stone-lined room in the Hill Cumorah has been discovered that matches the description of Brigham Young, except it is 

empty of its artifacts.  

 

The latitude of Alabama and Florida is similar to the latitude of Jerusalem. When Lehi's family got to America they were able 

to successfully garden just like in Jerusalem. Nephi says he finds metal ores which are found in this area.  

 

It doesn't say that when they got there they encountered other indigenous people, or that they had to fight for land, or that 

they were able to just eat the wild food growing everywhere, as would be the case in Mesoamerica.  

 

Nephi says they landed in and traveled in the wilderness, this means an uninhabited uncultivated area. The book specifically 

says that the knowledge of this area was kept from other nations. It says nations, not people, so there weren't organizations 

there, but there could have been some people, and there are some archaeological finds from before the Nephites that could 

have been from the Jaredites or other Adamic pre-flood people, or other migrants. 
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Nephi likely escaped from his brethren in the Alabama Florida area on the Flint River, finally landing in Tennessee. It says 

they didn't pitch their tents for several days. This is because they would have been on the boat, and going on a river would 

make it so their brothers can't track where they went. It would give them time to escape rather than making a trail through 

dense vegetation.  

 

Mulekites went up the Mississippi river landing in Iowa, where historically the Des Moines rapids make it hard to go further.   

 

D&C 125:3 identifies Zarahemla as the land in Iowa near Nauvoo, " Let them build up a city unto my name upon the land 

opposite the city of Nauvoo, and let the name of Zarahemla be named upon it." 

 

Mosiah's river was the Tennessee river. They went downstream to the Ohio river, then downstream to the Mississippi (Sidon) 

river, which cuts through the land of Zarahemla, which is where he escapes to.  

 

Coriantumr left New York Cumorah traveling toward the New Jerusalem (Missouri) via the Ohio river. The people of 

Zarahemla naturally discovered him as he was on route going along the river they lived on. (Large Ohio temple mound 

discussed). 

 

Book of Mormon people had law of Moses, so would need required animals for it, those are found in North America (not in 

central America). 

 

Speaks of Mosiahõs people, and details of how the passages fit. Goes over Ammonõs travels geographically in North America. 

Much more in this book, and even more in the non-pocket full edition.  

 

These are people who didn't have much written records, just on metal plates. This is also unlike Mesoamerica.  

 , 

Identifies with various specific US river routes how the people would have gotten lost, as happens several times.  

 

The word "building" included actually referred to earthworks. 

 

Many sights in Alma, Helaman, and Mosiah were destroyed. It's not unprecedented for the Mississippi River to change course. 

Third Nephi says the entire face of the land was changed, yet they could still identify major features. Also, the compiler 

Mormon would not have visited every place he wrote about.  

 

Modern revelation tells us several major pins in the map, identifying the geographic locations of Cumorah, Zarahemla, Manti, 

and Adam-Ondi-Ahman. Knowing the geography makes it easier to understand the book.  

 

St. Louis was called Mound City because of all the mounds there.  

 

There are more mounds and so forth in America than are described in the Book of Mormon, which makes sense because 

Mormon says he couldn't even tell one percent of the whole history.  

 

The wars are described as being in valleys, not mountainous areas. This matches how Joseph Smith called Indiana Ohio and 

Illinois The plains of the Nephites.  

 

There were once over a million mounds found in America though most have been destroyed. 

 

Eventually there are some references to mountains. What could that be referring to? Remember D&C 117:8 refers to 

mountains in the area of Adam-Ondi-Ahman in Northern Missouri; these mountains are only around 270 feet high. It is 

referring to the hills!  
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The Mississippi and Ohio river valleys are where we would have had Gaddianton robbers attacking and then retreating back 

into the ômountains.õ In these areas there are sizable banks, which in modern times robbers have hid behind too! River pirates 

as late as 1830 have been known to hide behind them.  

 

Changing the face of the land isn't about massive tectonic movement, it's about surface features changing to reorient the land, 

and this very thing has happened due to earthquakes changing the course of the Mississippi River.  

 

Earthquakes are described in 3rd Nephi; people don't realize the largest quakes in the continental US have been along the 

Mississippi River in 1812 on the New Madrid fault. The historic 1812 quake resulted in such great darkness that people 

couldn't see by candlelight. 

 (Note- this both fits the record, and is something that may occur again as the Lord prepares the world for his Second 

Coming!) 

 

There are three possibilities for the narrow neck of land, all in the Great Lakes region. These lakes qualify as seas.  

 

There are three passages in the Book of Mormon about a narrow area, not just the narrow neck of land. Moroni separately 

helps to identify each area. They're each described differently for a reason.  

 

The Niagara peninsula is his top choice for the narrow neck of land. This Mohawk Indian name even means narrow.  

 

We can't use this single verse about the narrow neck of land as the whole hinge point of Book of Mormon geography. 

 

Many people ask where are the volcanoes in the eastern US? The answer is, where are the volcanoes in the Book of Mormon? 

(There are none!) 

 

Many people ask why the Book of Mormon doesn't mention snow. Actually Nephi does mention snow and uses it as an 

analogy, so his people must have been familiar with it or it wouldn't have been a good analogy.  

 

The Book of Mormon also refers to some seasons, this would not have meant only two seasons, so the book would not have 

happened in a place where there's only a rainy and a dry season (as in Mesoamerica). 

 

Zions camp retraced the route of many Nephite warriors. 

 

The Kirtland Temple is likely built in the same location as an ancient Nephite Temple.  

 

Joseph and Hyrum are buried in a Hopewell Nephite cemetery in Nauvoo.  

 

D&C 128:20 when Joseph Smith said glad tidings from Cumorah, he is referring to the Book of Mormon from New York. 

 

In New York, David Whitmer and Joseph Smith were riding along. They met an old man who said he was going to Cumorah. 

David turned to ask Joseph about it and when he turned back the man had disappeared. Joseph explained he was a divine 

messenger who was carrying the plates. When this occurred Joseph had already finished the translation from the stone box in 

Hill Cumorah New York. Before he left Harmony, Joseph was commanded to give the plates to a divine messenger. This 

messenger was bringing the plates back to Cumorah! 

 

(Note- Angels can take the form of their glorified body or their mortal body to fit in, this is why he could appear as an old 

man on this occasion.) 

 

When asked if the plates were still in New York, David said yes, and clarified not in Cumorah but not far from that place. 

(This shows he understood Cumorah to be in New York.) Likely Joseph and others worked together to move the plates and 

other sacred relics all to the hill Shem to protect them from treasure seekers.   
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The people of Latin America who have legends of being taught by the white God, this could be referring to them being some 

of the other sheep that Jesus visited. They don't necessarily have to be the people of the Book of Mormon record.  

 

One possibility is the hinterland theory, that the descendants of the Lamanites migrated southward into Central America. Or 

that some of the Central Americans came up to North America and intermingled with the Lamanites, then went back down to 

Central America (bringing Lamanite culture down south). Most of those in Central America have Asian ancestry and perhaps 

the predominantly Asian Jaredites may have influenced that. (There are a few books out there showing the many parallels 

between the Hindus and the Mesoamerican tribes.) 

 

Ether had over 30 generations of people who lived in the Americas. Moroni specifically says he's only writing about the 

portion of Jaredites which were destroyed in the North country. The Book of Ether is about a particular family line. He could 

have had cousins throughout the hemisphere.  

 

For the first 100 years of church history, Cumorah was in New York, and Letter VII (which confirms the New York 

Cumorah) was widely published. [Note: The Bible art in the quad still has the New York hill identified as the Hill Cumorah, 

etc. End note.] 

 

The Book of Mormon used to be published with footnotes that declared without question that the Hill Cumorah is in New 

York. These footnotes by Orson Pratt were removed in 1920.  

 

It was originally the RLDS church that proposed Book of Mormon events happening in Mesoamerica. Later in the 1920s 

various LDS Church members began promoting it too. Then leaders in the LDS church responded that Mesoamerica is not 

the correct location of the bookõs events!  

 

In the 1928 General Conference President Anthony W Ivan reaffirmed that all of the sacred Nephite were kept in the New 

York Hill Cumorah, which the Church had acquired.  

 

In 1938 Joseph Fielding Smith (Church Historian and Apostle), said that some had begun saying that the Book of Mormon 

happened in Central America, notwithstanding teachings of the Church to the contrary for the past 100 years. He affirmed 

that Book of Mormon locations can be known just as the Church had been saying. He published this in Doctrines of 

Salvation. But people ignore it and continue teaching 2 Cumorah theory and Central America theory. 

 

In 1954 LDS member M Wells Jakeman promoted Central America Theory.  

 

In 1960 Sidney B Sperry at BYU was passing out handouts on the Book of Mormon being in Central America.  

 

In 1981 David A Palmer promoted Central America theory.  

 

In 1984-5 John Sorensen made Central America theory mainstream in the Church.  

In 2014 John Sorenson in his book Mormonõs Codex ridiculed the idea that the Hill Cumorah was in New York. He was a 

major proponent of Central America. He called the New York Cumorah and events surrounding it "absurd" and "sci-fi." 

 

In 2015 Brant Gardner said, "the New York Hill cannot be the Cumorah described in the text." 

 

In 2017 historical and archaeological research affirmed the claims of Letter VII and The New York Cumorah. This 

harmonizes and confirms what every modern prophet and apostle has taught about Cumorah.  

 

Mesoamerica Theory doesn't align with archeology and it doesn't align what the prophets have said about Book of Mormon 

geography.  

 

Advocates of Mesoamerica theory relied on correspondences between Mayan and Nephite cultures, but the similarities they 

point out are similar in most human cultures.  

 

The author of this book, Jonathan Neville, was taught Mesoamerica theory at BYU and religion institute classes etc.; he went 
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to see the sites of Mesoamerica, he read the claims of F.A.R.M.s and the Maxwell Institute etc. on the topic, and he knew that 

they do not match the Book of Mormon or the teachings of the prophets.  

 

The anonymous articles that some claim were by Joseph Smith which claim Mesoamerica for the Book of Mormon were in 

fact not written by Joseph Smith. This is the subject of many of Neville's books including The Lost City of Zarahemla, Brought to 

the Light, and the Editors Joseph William and Don Carlos Smith.  

Neville also published a book called Letter VII: Oliver Cowdryõs Message to the World about the Hill Cumorah and Moroni's America.  

 

Rianõs Maps: Overviews 
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Cover of second installment of Rianõs maps: 
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(The above map is the poster available in large print.)  
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































