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INTRODU CTORY MATIERAL

About this Book

This book may be shared with attribution for educational purposB¥-®&A).1t is available free at RichardsonStudies.com
as a PDF, and is available at minimal printing cost on Amazon. This work is pprefit fimneducational purposes. Please
share this book with others to help spread the information. Many researclyensanausly donated significant amounts of
research which appear in this book.

Nathan is the editor of RichardsonStudies.com and is a member of The Church of Jesus ChiilstyoShattarhis book
is not a publication of the chur®to study aids or chapter headers from the LDS scriptures are used in this volume.

Highlights of research of various people have been included in this book with permission, and various highlights are incluc
for educational purposes written in shorthand based on my understasulingnarize some key ideas relevant to my

research

Selections from the Annotated Book of Mormon are shared with permission of David Hocking.

Selected maps by Rian Nelson are shared with permission. Throughout the book | will identify which material comes from
which source.

Highlights from Joseph Smithufaldion documentaries are included with permission, and note that my highlights represent
my understanding and shorthand, and do not necessarily represent the view of the foundation.




(Nate and David Hocking at the Sept. 2021 Book of Mormon Evidence Conference by the FIRM foundation)

Though | endorsthe FIRM Foundatioand the Joseph Smith Foundation, this book is not a publication of thoseogroup:s
of any other organization aside from my own.

Special thanks to the Book of Mormon Evidence website resepaittietdarly Rian Nelsdor collectingnanyquotes and
providing some explanations of the context surrounding sbeme of which is used here with permisSiea
https://bookofmormonevidence.org/quoteahdbookofmormonevidence.or§ee also PDEECONDARY-
EVIDENCES-1-66-1.pdf These quotes are included here with some reformatting for a uniform presentation with nam
each quote at the beginning of each quote, and t bfe
how the quotes are presenfadfing them into a chronologiealdtopical structuréhroughout this work.

As this book is organized by topic, there is some repetition of material when it relates to multiple topics to atlow for e

study.
‘Riciarﬂson

Studies

Introductory Statements

1 Joseph SmithAl was also informed concerning thboriginal inhabitants of this country [America] and
shownwho they were, and from whence they came; a brief sketch of their origin, progress, civilization,
laws, governments of their righteousness and iniquity, and the blessings of God being finally withdrawn from
them as a people, was [also] made known unto me; | was also told where were deposited some plates on wi
were engraven an abridgment of the records of the ammiephets that had existed on this continéhe angel
appeared to me three times the same night and unfolded the same things. After having received many visits
the angels of God, unfolding the majesty and glory of the events that should transpire in the last days, on the
morning of the 22nd dbeptemberA.D. 1827, the angel of the Lord delivered the records into my hand£
filn this important and interesting book thistory of ancient Americais unfolded, from its first settlement by a
colony that came from the Tower of Babel at the confusifdanguages to the beginning of the fifth century of
the Christian era. We are informed by these recordAthatica in ancient times has been inhabited by two
distinct races of people. The first were called Jaredites and came directly from the Tower of Babel. The seco
race came directly from the city of Jerusalem about six hundred years before Christ. Theynoigally
Israelites of the descendants of Josepiithe Jaredites were destroyed about the time that the Israelites came
from Jerusalem, wheucceeded them in the inheritance of the country. The principal nation of the second race
in battle towards the close of the fourth centiilye remnant are the Indians that now inhabit this country.
This book also tells us thatur Savior made His appearance upon this continent after His Resurrectiorhat
He planted the gospel herén all its fulness, and richness, and power, and blessing; that they had apostles,
prophets, pastors, teachers, and evangeélisis same order, the same priesthood, &neesordinances, gifts,
powers, and blessings, as were enjoyed on the eastern continent; that the people were cut off in consequen
their transgressions; that the last of their prophets who existed among them was commanded to write an
abridgment of theiprophecies, history, etc., and to hide it up in the earth; and that it should come forth and be
united with the Bible for the accomplishment of the purposes of God in the last days. For a more particular
account | would refer to the Book of Mormon, whidmn be purchased at Nauvoo, or from any of our traveling
elderso (Joseph Smith, ThehMentvwWehnettekor t h Let t er |,
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/ensign/2002/0#itbtworthletter?lang=eng
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/6720/6 7R0672CGh.htm)
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Joseph Smithdo The whol e of our journey, in the midst of s
men,wandering over the plains of the Nephites, recounting occasionally the history of the Book ofdvimrgnon,

over the moundsf that once beloved people of tteed, picking up their skulls & their bones, as a proof of its

di vine authenticityé During our travels we visited
inhabitants ofhis countt’Ne p hi t e s, L)S Rapensitdr fom Joseph to Emina. June 4, 1834

Joseph Smith 6 Veri ly, Verily, saith t heerlydsaguponyouuthatthRe d e e
wisdom of man, in his fallen state, knoweth not the purposes and the privileges of my holy priesthood, but ye shall
know when ye receive a fulngssdason of the anointing: it is my will, that in time, ye should take unto you wives of
the Lamanites and Nephites, that their posterity may become white, delightsome and just, for even now their femal
are mor e virt udResgelattomgven taJbseph §nath, givem veest of ackson County, Missouri, July
contained in a letter from W. W. Phelps to Brigham Young, dated Augjustie,Jd86fah Smith Collection, Church
History Archives, but is not in thg¢ D&C.

Joseph Smithh 61 t ol d the br et hr enmadstiearect of dngebodk onoeirthand theMo r mo
keystoneof our religion, and a man would get near@otbby abiding by its precepts, tharaby other boolb &
Joseph Smith

L. Tom Perry: 0 Unhed Statesis thepromised land foretoldin theBook of Mormonfi a place where divine
guidance directed inspired men to create the conditions necessary for the Restoration of the gospel of Jesus
C h r iEkl@r L. ®om Perry Ensign January 201

Oliver Cowdery 0 é Her e, b et wateerpowertardsaional strierigth of bothhhe Jaredites and
Nephites were destroy®&ly t urning to the 529th and 530th pages
account of the last great struggle of his people, as they were encamped rdu@driosain.In this valley fell the
remaining strength and pride of a once powerful people, the Nephitesso highly favored of the Lord, but at
that time in darkness, doomed to suffer extermination by the hand of their barbarous and uncivéizéadoreth
the top of this hill, Mormon, with a few others, after the battle, gazed with horror upon the mangled remains of thos
who, the day before, wer é@lfiivlelre dc owidtdlsgpd Bmiti_lBatiegs,e r h o/p e
oLetter VII, 6 LDS Messendsr (Publisied uhdervilmsituationeg, diredtu |l y 1 8 3 ¢
oversight of Joseph Smith, republished in Joseph S

Ezra Taft Bensoni My bel oved brothers and sisters, we hardl
the divine role it mu st pl ay ,-President Eta i aft Bensonl@88,t to whi
Flooding the Earth with the Book of Mormdrpoding the Earth with the Book of Mormon
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/gena@hference/1988/10/floodiridne-earthwith-the-book-of-
mormon?lang=eng

Bruce R. McConkie i F e w me n eitbenin ar aut of the Church, have caught the vision of what the Book

of Mormon is all about. Few are they among men who know the part it has played and will yet play in preparing
the way for the coming of Hi m oformohghall saaffectimenthatthee w v
whol e earth and all its peoples wildl have been infl
confront mankind in modern times than this: Is the Book of Mormomihd and will and voice of God to all

men?0 ( Br uc eMiRnnialMesSiahBadkt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1982, pp9, 170, 179.)

(Also quoted by President Ezra Taft Benson in 1988 Flooding the Earth with the Book of Mormon)

D&C 84:52-62 52iAnd whoso receiveth not my voice is not acquainted mgtvoice and is not of mes3 And
by this you may know the righteous from the wicked, and that the wiwsld groanethunder sin and darkness
even now54 And yourmindsin times past have beearkenedecause ofinbelief and because you have
treated lightly the things you have received 55 Which vanity and unbeliefhave brought the whole church
undercondemnation 56 And this condemnation resteth upon the childredioh, even all57 And they shall
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remain under this condemnation until they repent and remember the newovenant even theBook of

Mormon and theformer commandments which | have given them, not only to say, but to according to

that which | have writtend 58 That they may bring forthuitme et f or t heir Fat her 6
remaineth acourgeand judgment to be poured out upon the children of Z8ikor shall the children of the
kingdompollutemy holy land? Verily, | say unto you, Na§O0 Verily, verily, | say unto you who now hear

my words which are my voicdylessed are ye inasmuch as you receive these things For | will forgive you

of your sins with this commandménthat youremain steadfastin your minds in solemnity and the spirit of
prayer, inbearing testimony to all the world of those thingswhich are communicated unto you.

62 Thereforegoye into all the world; and unto whatsoever place ye cannot go ye shall send, thatitheny

may go from you into all the world unto every creature.

"good inspiration is based upon good informatidRlissel M. Nelson, April 2018, Revelation for the Church,
Revelation for Our Livedittps://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/gen@@hference/2018/04/revelatidor-
the-churchrevelationfor-our-lives?lang=eng

Jeffrey R. Holland Gaul intends us to find and use the evidendde has given reasons, if you willwhich
affirm the tr ut hThaGreataesssof thoe fEviddidyeEldev deffréy &. Hblladdigust 16, 2017

AustinFarrer 0 Though argument does not create convict]
may not be embraced; bdiat no one shows the ability to defend is quickly abandone®ational argument

does not create belief, buniintains a climate in which belief may flourish 6 ( Austin Farrer
Theologian and New Testament scholar, in "The Christian Apologist," in Light on C. S. Lewis, ed. Jocelyn G
(New York: Harcourt, Brace & World, 1965), 26.)

me n the boys fleeing the bookstore after
putting Book of Mormon's in the nonfiction,
self-help, and politics sections:
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my uncle
with a
shovel

church
historians
and
archaeologists

(memes by mormonr)

A Quick List of Book of Mormon Places Aligned with US States Based on Church
Teachings etc.

O0This | andé is a oLand of Promi sebé6, OAbove all nations
Cumorah = New YorkD&C 128:20)

City ofZarahemla = lowéD&C 125:3)

Land of Zarahemla = lowa, lllinois, Missouri

Garden of Eden / AdarondirAhman = Missouri, Daviess County (D&C 116; D&C 12753

New Jerusalem Jackson CountlissouriD&C 57:13, Ether 13:4)

Center of Zion is Missou&C 57:1-3) (Center of USA)

Zelph Mound White Lamanite Warrior = Valley City, lllinois (Joseph Smith Papers)

Plainsot he Nephites = Ohi o, I ndi ana, Il inoi s, Mi ssour i (

Zion: All of American north and south (Joseph Smith) (Most likely south USA and north USA, as indicated by referring to
America singular, not the Americas plural. Also indicated by north and south America being a common refereihce to pre
war areas ithe USA.)

Land of First Inheritande L e h i 0 =sFlotida(dodepmSgnith said landing 30 degrees latitude) (Also Florida is where the
beginning of the Hopewell/Deptford Culture is.)

City of Enoch = was at Gulf of America (Wilford Woodruff)

Noah launched his ark = Carolina (a teaching of Joseph Smith reported by Oliver Huntington) (Remember, the single Pan
supercontinent stil!/l existed at this time, the land wa
the dgs of Peleg (Gen. 10:25).)
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Hagoth = Plausibly sailed north from Lake Michigan, east out the St Lawrence Seaway then north west thorugh Can
south through Bering Strait, to Hawaii &etc. (Note t
ships.)

Nephite temple site dedications = St. George UT & Manti UT (Revelations to Brigham Young)
City ofBountiful =Possibly Newark or Kirklan@hio

City of LehiNephi =Possibly Chattanooga, Tennessee

Waters of Mormon = Tennessee

Manti = Likely, Randolph Countylissouri(see History of Joseph Smith pg. 296)
Nephites: Northward (chased to NY)

Lamanites: Southward

River Sidon = Mississippi River system

Land of Desolation = north, Great Lakes area.

Land of LehiNephi & Land of Nephi & Land Southward = Southern and Eastern states.
Land Southward & Land Mulek & Land Bountiful = North Midwest

Narrow Neck of Land = Between Lake Erie & Lake Wainfleet

Sea West = Lake Michigan

Sea South = Lake Erie

Sea East = Lake Ontario

Sea North = Lake Huron (and north part of lake Michigan)

Book of Mormon North American Geography

The main reason | subscribe to the North American geography for Book of Mormon events is the prophetic promises
the book itself and the many statements of Joseph Smith on this being the place.

Repeatedly the book identifies North America, the country that would be there, as the promised land and nation, the
prosperous land, and the same land in which the events of the book occurred. The reason the USA is so prosperou:
it is the pomised land.

It is where Adam and early prophets lived until the flood of Noah, which relocated the house of faith to the east. The
Book of Mormon peoples came to this promised land as a choice blessing. All those who come to this land come he
hand of the_ord.

Missouri is the location of Adadndi-Ahman, and will be where the New Jerusalem is built.
17



Joseph Smith, who saw the Nephites in vision, identified the USA as the place of Book of Mormon events.

Eliza R. Snow spoke of Nephite temples once existing t
Snow An Immortal (SLC: Nicholas G. Morgan, Sr., Foundation, 1957), 267)

On the Zionds Camp march, Joseph Smith said they were
Lamanite skeleton there, whose name and life information came to Joseph by revelation, that he was Zelph, a watrrior.
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Why Book of Mormon Geography Matters: Introductory Essay by Rian Nelsc

THE BOOK OF MORMON IN NORTH AMERICA - WHY GEOGRAPHY MATTERS £y Rian Nelson

“I have read many quotes from prophets and apostles that dlearly speak
about the Hill Cumorah in New York being "the only Hill Cumorah." The Church
Education System (CES) and many BYU Professors for years have taught about
the "two Cumorah™ theory which | don't believe is accurate. | know that many
in the Church like myself, have been looking to make sense of why Mexico has
occupied the minds of Saints in the Church for so many years. | feel | have
found answers that just make sense. | know wonderful Lamanites are found in
many places of North and South America, but | feel the main events spoken of
in the Book of Mormon happened in the Heartland of North America. The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is neutral in their opinion about geography.

| have researched, studied and found, secondary evidences showing the
Book of Mormon in North America. My testimony however, is based on solid
spiritual confirmation of this Church and the truthfulness of the Book of Mormon.
| am not trying to prove my point or to prove anyone wrong. It is fine with me
for others to believe Book of Mormon geography happened in Central America,
and there are those who really don’t care either way. | have been trying for
over 35 years to find the other Cumorah somewhere in Central America, and |
had become complacent as | had never found any answers. In about 2011, |
learned what an Indian Mound was, and how hundreds of thousands of these
ancient mounds existed during the Nephite time period in the USA. Since
discovering this along with other things, | have become a believer that The Book
of Mormon events happened in the Heartland of North America. There are
hundreds of thousands of ancient mounds, fortifications, dties, and artifacts all
over the United States that | have researched, dated from 3000 BC to 500 AD. |
know there are Lamanites in Central America and in other countries, but they
are not necessarily the ones spoken of in the Book of Mormon time frame. The
Book of Mormon only contains a fraction of the history of the Promised Land
Lehites. But, | believe this small fraction of history speaks about Lehi, Nephi,
Alma, and Mormon, as they lived and fought in these United States.

Why does the geography matter? Think of that question if we are speaking
about Israel. Does it matter where the Savior was born, or where the Biblical
events happened? Yes. At Mount Moriah where Abraham was to sacrifice Isaac,
the Lord made a spedal covenant with Abraham. The land around Mt Moriah
was a covenant land and God's people were given that covenant land as long as
they are righteous. However, if they disobey the commandments, God's people
will be swept off that sacred land. The Jews, Muslims, and Christians fight for
control over this one piece of land why? Because it’s a beautiful piece of real
estate? No, because it is a covenant /and. All three religions say Mt Moriah is
sacred to them and they are willing to die over it. This piece of specific land is
very important to these three religions.

Now ask yourself, what is the Promised Land spoken of in the Book of
Mormon? According to the Book of Mormon this Promised Land must meet
certain requirements to be the Promised Land. |. No Kings upon the land 2.
Land choice above all other lands 3. Land of liberty 4. Land where sacred
record is kept 5. Land kept from the knowledge of other nations. 6. Land of the
New Jerusalem 7. Gentiles to scatter and afflict the remnant. 8. The place where
the Marvelous Work and Wonder happened. These are only 8 of 36 prophesies
and promises in the Book of Mormon, so it makes sense to me that the USA is
the Promised Land. Not Canada, Mexico, England, or South America.

Just as Israel is a Promised Land forever, so the USA is a Prot'nis.ed Land
forever, and it does matter where this Promised Land is located. It is in the
Heartland of North America. The Nephites practiced the Law of Moses. To do this
they needed specific plants and animals to keep the law. These items indude
sheep, rams, goats, bullocks, doves, wheat, barley, and wine. None of dlese.
animals or plants are found anywhere in Mesoamerica during the Nephites times.
So, the land and where things happen is critical to us and especially to the
Lord.

If we in the Church cannot even decide among ourselves where the Book
of Mormon events happened, how confusing is that to our youth and adults? The
anti-mormons love the idea that we don't even know where our sacred
scriptures happened. There are over 100 theories of where the Book of Mormon
happened, induding, Baja, Chile, Malaysia, Honduras, Peru, etc.

I know and understand that the Brethren of our Church take a neutral
position on the geography of the Book of Mormon. For you and | to take a
neutral stand is not required. The Lord told us to read and study, and in the
promise to Moroni, He said we may know the truth of 2/ things, and to me
that would indude knowing the location of the Book of Mormon events. | believe
knowledge of the Spirit and of the head, are both important in learning truth. |
used to believe in the Mesoamerican theory, but after research and prayer |
believe in the Heartland Model. It just makes sense to me.

Elder Jeffrey Holland shares the following about evidence. “Truly rock-
ribbed faith and uncompromised conviction comes with its most complete power
when it engages our head as well as our heart. .. truth borne by the Holy Spirit
comes with, in effect, two manifestations, two witnesses if you will—the force of
fact as well as the force of feeling. .. | believe God intends us to find and use
the evidence He has given—reasons, if you will—which affirm the truthfulness
of His work...” feffrey R Holland The Greatness of Evidence Aug 2017

I will support and follow the leaders of our Church where ever they say it
is located, but what if they never tell us and we find out it was our duty as
Latter-day Saints to find this out on our own? | would Just love for all to
consider a North American setting for the Book of Mormon. | believed as many
others did about two Cumorah’s for 35 years. But, with new information in the
Joseph Smith Papers and Letter VI written by Oliver Cowdery and Joseph Smith
in 1835, | am so excited about the new knowledge the Lord is sending us today
to strengthen our testimonies. Another new possibility we learn, is that Joseph
Smith translated two separate sets of plates. Most people have never heard about
that. When you read D&C 10, you may change your mind. Jonathan Neville is
an amazing Church History researcher and he has a new book titled, “Whatever
Happened to the Golden Plates™. | believe his research is solid, and it is
explained in the josephpapers.org website. It will make sense to you as you read
and pray about it. s it critical to our salvation? No. But s it cool? Absolutely.
There is so much we can continue to learn, and | love it.

In all the scripture, artides, and writings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, |
have never heard of hlﬂ-l saying that the Book of Mormon eyents happened
anywhere but in the United States of America.”
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Two Pins in the Map (We Can All Agree on From Revelation): Introductor

Geography Map by Rian Nelson
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Meldrum & Hocking: Mission to Lamanites, Zion Camp etc.: Identifying Key Boc
Mormon Sites Based on Church History Statements

CONNECTIONS BETWEEN CHURCH HISTORY
AND THE BOOK OF MORMON

This map provides an overview of those locations from those References on pp. 524.57+
that have been recorded in the history of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Sajnts
regarding either places, events or peoples related to the Book of Mormon.

“An old Mission to the Lamanites :
somaay Nephiealar | NYCOMKS (412603 oo oo U
Missouri (#8) (Also see pp. 116, 546-547) (#13,15)

“Ancient site of | "...rlet the namé »

the City of Manti” - Zelph's Mound T Sl
Randolph County, Obearahemla - "a white Lamanite” | qufc i;rmfg\;} o il
Missouri 3 fiamed South of OH. IN |[Jppn1'é)e o
] pon it."  Valle . Semss NG IL, MO (#5)
e l lowa (#10) y?;;tsy) s fme ’
—_— . | Averageg -

Zion's Camp March rovi B

il recol:dedd::ﬂs‘:?;en;ents_ on Book of Mormon geography as revealed by the Prophet J

e e Mapei e e ; resident of the Church Wilford Woodruff and Apostle HebefCeK'Oseph

Histo et e ughout the text will use these geographic connections between émbafl.

lands, cifisasriiors & athas Iandas reference points. However, there are no other known Iocationsegf hurph

be found onine &t Hseie marks that have yet been revealed. A list of Zion's Camp partici specific
n-W'klpedua.org/wiki/List_of_Zion%27s_Camp_parﬁcipantS~ i

Nephlte Altar i, s Iwww i
P jOsephsmllhpape!sor"/paper-sq "'nmafy/hisQO[ y- 1838-1856-volume-b-1-1 S€
54. 6

Plember-1834-2-november.1838/25 1
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Meldrum & Hocking: Documents: Zelph
Account Journals, Letter VII, LetterEmma, Revelation, Epistle




Meldrum & Hocking: Large Advanced Hidden Cities of Ancient North Americ

(Roger Kennedy)




Moroni's America by Jonathan Newl®ook Highlights

Here we will scratch the surface, refer to the book for a wealth of knowledge!
Joseph Smith never once connected the Book of Mormon to Central America.

Anonymous articles in tiémes and Seasmidshat Zrahemla was in Guatemala.

But Joseph Smith said the Hill Cumorah was in New York.

The scholars chose to reject the New York Cumorah and accept the Guatemala Cumorah. Thus was born the dilemma to
where scholars say there's two Hill Cumorah's.

In some publications where theoriesanput forward about Book of Mormon in Central America, it was assumed that Joseph
Smith edited those publications, but he did not. He didn't not have time for that even if he wanted to. He didn't release
documents without his signature, and his signsttiren it, so he didn't write it. He didn't have time to work at the Times

and Seasons publication.

It wasn't Taylor or Woodruff that edited it either, they were too sick to work when these were published.

It was likely Benjamin Winchester and W.WIpBtwho published these things.

A month before Joseph died he said that Winchester was rotten at heart and would drop the Church as much as he could
Later Winchester was excommunicated.

The Book of Mormon territory is traveled in a matter of daysnitdh too small to be all of North and South America.

Letter Seven by Oliver Cowdrey was published repeatedly and approved by Joseph Smith. Letter Seven confirms that the
Book of Mormon occurred in North America. Cowdery said it was a fact that thedtfembf the Nephites took place by

the New York Hill Cumorah. Joseph Smith had his scribes copy this letter into his journal as part of his life story. Joseph
repeatedly approved of the reprinting of this letter. Letter Seven makes it very ddatibdtiéphites and the Jaredites

died in the New York Cumorah area. Those who choose to adopt the two Cumorah's theory must make the conscious
decision to reject Letter Seven.

The two Cumorah's theory is fulfillment of Joseph Smith's prophecy thatiB&jnchester would injure the Church as
much as he could.

Both Joseph and Oliver promoted the Book of Mormon Hill Cumorah in New York. All we have promoting the Guatemala
Cumorah is the anonymous article with apostate Benjamin Winchester behind it.

Boxes of artifacts have been witnessed recovered from the New York Cumorah.

A stonelined room in the Hill Cumorah has been discovered that matches the description of Brigham Young, except it is
empty of its artifacts.

The latitude of Alabama and Haris similar to the latitude of Jerusalem. When Lehi's family got to America they were able
to successfully garden just like in Jerusalem. Nephi says he finds metal ores which are found in this area.

It doesn't say that when they got there they encedmitiner indigenous people, or that they had to fight for land, or that
they were able to just eat the wild food growing everywhere, as would be the case in Mesoamerica.

Nephi says they landed in and traveled in the wilderness, this means an unnthdfitsed area. The book specifically
says that the knowledge of this area was kept from other nations. It says nations, not people, so there weren't organizatiol
there, but there could have been some people, and there are some archaeologroabéfuie the Nephites that could
have been from the Jaredites or other Adamitoprepeople, or other migrants.
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Nephi likely escaped from his brethren in the Alabama Florida area on the Flint River, finally landing in Tennessee. |
they didn't pitch their tents for several days. This is because they would have been on the boat, and going on a river
maket so their brothers can't track where they went. It would give them time to escape rather than making a trail thre
dense vegetation.

Mulekites went up the Mississippi river landing in lowa, where historically the Des Moines rapids make fiaitted. to go

D&C 125:3 identifies Zarahemla as the land in lowa near Nauvoo, " Let them build up a city unto my name upon the
opposite the city of Nauvoo, and let the name of Zarahemla be named upon it."

Mosiah's river was the Tennessee river. Tieylawgnstream to the Ohio river, then downstream to the Mississippi (Sidc
river, which cuts through the land of Zarahemla, which is where he escapes to.

Coriantumr left New York Cumorah traveling toward the New Jerusalem (Missouri) via the Qthie pgeple of
Zarahemla naturally discovered him as he was on route going along the river they lived on. (Large Ohio temple mou

discussed).

Book of Mormon people had law of Moses, so would need required animals for it, those are found in Norntto®imerica
central America).

Speaks of Mosiahds people, and details of how the p
Much more in this book, and even more in thepumket full edition.

These are people who didn't have much written records, just on metal plates. This is also unlike Mesoamerica.
Iaentifies with various specific US river routes how the people would have gotten lost, as happens several times.
The word "building" incluetl actually referred to earthworks.

Many sights in Alma, Helaman, and Mosiah were destroyed. It's not unprecedented for the Mississippi River to chan
Third Nephi says the entire face of the land was changed, yet they could still idefti&uregoAlso, the compiler

Mormon would not have visited every place he wrote about.

Modern revelation tells us several major pins in the map, identifying the geographic locations of Cumorah, Zarahem
and AdarrfOndi-rAhman. Knowing the geographgkes it easier to understand the book.

St. Louis was called Mound City because of all the mounds there.

There are more mounds and so forth in America than are described in the Book of Mormon, which makes sense be«
Mormon says he couldn't evehdeale percent of the whole history.

The wars are described as being in valleys, not mountainous areas. This matches how Joseph Smith called Indiana
lllinois The plains of the Nephites.

There were once over a million mounds found in Ameriggttimost have been destroyed.

Eventually there are some references to mountains. What could that be referring to? Remember D&C 117:8 refers t
mountains in the area of Ad@ndi-Ahman in Northern Missouri; these mountains are only around 270 feetsigh. It
referring to the hills!
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The Mississippi and Ohio river valleys are where we would have had Gaddianton robbers attacking and then retreating ba
into the O6mountains.d I n these areas there are siszabl e
as lates 1830 have been known to hide behind them.

Changing the face of the land isn't about massive tectonic movement, it's about surface features changing todeorient the |
and this very thing has happened due to earthquakes changing the coursesdsipeiNRiver.

Earthquakes are described in 3rd Nephi; people don't realize the largest quakes in the continental US have been along th
Mississippi River in 1812 on the New Madrid fault. The historic 1812 quake resulted in such great darkpiess that peo
couldn't see by candlelight.

(Note- this both fits the record, and is something that may occur again as the Lord prepares the world for his Second
Coming!)

There are three possibilities for the narrow neck of land, all in the Great Lakes region. These lakes qualify as seas.

Thereare three passages in the Book of Mormon about a narrow area, not just the narrow neck of land. Moroni separately
helps to identify each area. They're each described differently for a reason.

The Niagara peninsula is his top choice for the narrow rlaokl.oThis Mohawk Indian name even means narrow.
We can't use this single verse about the narrow neck of land as the whole hinge point of Book of Mormon geography.

Many people ask where are the volcanoes in the eastern US? The answer is, wha@caroeghe the Book of Mormon?
(There are none!)

Many people ask why the Book of Mormon doesn't mention snow. Actually Nephi does mention snow and uses it as an
analogy, so his people must have been familiar with it or it wouldn't have been a ggod analo

The Book of Mormon also refers to some seasons, this would not have meant only two seasons, so the book would not he
happened in a place where there's only a rainy and a dry season (as in Mesoamerica).

Zions camp retraced the route of many Nemlateiors.

The Kirtland Temple is likely built in the same location as an ancient Nephite Temple.

Joseph and Hyrum are buried in a Hopewell Nephite cemetery in Nauvoo.

D&C 128:20 when Joseph Smith said glad tidings from Cumorah, he is referrBgpoto dfidlormon from New York.

In New York, David Whitmer and Joseph Smith were riding along. They met an old man who said he was going to Cumor:
David turned to ask Joseph about it and when he turned back the man had disappeared. Joseph es@alividehe wa
messenger who was carrying the plates. When this occurred Joseph had already finished the translation from the stone b
Hill Cumorah New York. Before he left Harmony, Joseph was commanded to give the plates to a divine messenger. This

messeger was bringing the plates back to Cumorah!

(Note- Angels can take the form of their glorified body or their mortal body to fit in, this is why he could appear as an old
man on this occasion.)

When asked if the plates were still in New York, Davigesaidnd clarified not in Cumorah but not far from that place.

(This shows he understood Cumorah to be in New York.) Likely Joseph and others worked together to move the plates an
other sacred relics all to the hill Shem to protect them from treaserg seek
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The people of Latin America who have legends of being taught by the white God, this could be referring to them bei
of the other sheep that Jesus visited. They don't necessarily have to be the people of the Book of Mormon record.

One possibility ithe hinterland theory, that the descendants of the Lamanites migrated southward into Central Ameri
that some of the Central Americans came up to North America and intermingled with the Lamanites, then went back
Central America (bringing Lamte culture down south). Most of those in Central America have Asian ancestry and per
the predominantly Asian Jaredites may have influenced that. (There are a few books out there showing the many pe
between the Hindus and the Mesoamericas.iribe

Ether had over 30 generations of people who lived in the Americas. Moroni specifically says he's only writing about 1
portion of Jaredites which were destroyed in the North country. The Book of Ether is about a particular family line. H
havehad cousins throughout the hemisphere.

For the first 100 years of church history, Cumorah was in New York, and Letter VII (which confirms the New York
Cumorah) was widely published. [Note: The Bible art in the quad still has the New York hillasi¢éimgifi¢il Cumorah,
etc. End note.]

The Book of Mormon used to be published with footnotes that declared without question that the Hill Cumorah is in |
York. These footnotes by Orson Pratt were removed in 1920.

It was originally the RLDS church thaiposed Book of Mormon events happening in Mesoamerica. Later in the 1920s
various LDS Church members began promoting it too. Then leaders in the LDS church responded that Mesoameric:
the correct | ocation of the bookds event s!

In the 1928 Gener@lonference President Anthony W Ivan reaffirmed that all of the sacred Nephite were kept in the N
York Hill Cumorah, which the Church had acquired.

In 1938 Joseph Fielding Smith (Church Historian and Apostle), said that some had begun sayingktbatMbenion
happened in Central America, notwithstanding teachings of the Church to the contrary for the past 100 years. He aff
that Book of Mormon locations can be known just as the Church had been saying. He published this in Doctrines of
Salvatia. But people ignore it and continue teaching 2 Cumorah theory and Central America theory.

In 1954 LDS member M Wells Jakeman promoted Central America Theory.

In 1960 Sidney B Sperry at BYU was passing out handouts on the Book of Mormon beingim&écral

In 1981 David A Palmer promoted Central America theory.

In 19845 John Sorensen made Central America theory mainstream in the Church.

In 2014 John Sorenson in his book Mormonds CHkedvaesxa r i
major proponent of Central America. He called the New York Cumorah and events surrounding it "absufd" and "sci

In 2015 Brant Gardner said, "the New York Hill cannot be the Cumorah described in the text."

In 2017 historical and archaeoldgiesearch affirmed the claims of Letter VIl and The New York Cumorah. This
harmonizes and confirms what every modern prophet and apostle has taught about Cumorah.

Mesoamerica Theory doesn't align with archeology and it doesn't align what the preghétsabaut Book of Mormon
geography.

Advocates of Mesoamerica theory relied on correspondences between Mayan and Nephite cultures, but the similari
point out are similar in most human cultures.

The author of this book, Jonathan Neville,taaght Mesoamerica theory at BYU and religion institute classes etc.; he v
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to see the sites of Mesoamerica, he read the claims of F.A.R.M.s and the Maxwell Institute etc. on the topic, and he knew
they do not match the Book of Mormon or the teachings of the prophets.

The anonymous articles that some claim were by Jost#ptvi8on claim Mesoamerica for the Book of Mormon were in

fact not written by Joseph Smith. This is the subject of many of Neville's books Hotuldowg City of Zarahemla, Brought to
the Lighgndthe Editors Joseph William and Don Carlos Smith

Neville also published abook calledt t er VI I : Ol i ver Cowdryds Message to t
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1. NARROW NECK OF LAND Edher 10:20
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3. SMALL NECK OF LAND Alma 22:32
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the Columbia River from the Pacific Ocean,
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(The above map is the poster available in large print.)
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